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Means “glistening fresh water.” Don't let the 
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outside Vienna, Austria— 
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and Griiners— the next 
generation of winemakers 
is bringing the Old 
World into the future. 
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T+L Digital 


Spring into the Season 


We’d love to see how you’re spending your sunny days. Share your 
photos on Instagram and tag them with #bringonspring. 

travelandleisure.com 



“A river of flowers 
blooms each year i 
the Netherlands.” 

@BRIANTHIO 


mow it’s spring 

,C. when the 

magnolias open up.” 


Download Us 
T+L Tablet Editions 



iPad, Kindle Fire, Nook, 
Kobo, or Next Issue. 


Get the April 
issue now. 


Visit Us 

travelandleisure.com 

+ 

For the latest news 
and trends in the world 
of beauty, checkout 
Mimichatter.com, 
a new site featuring 
content from top industry 
bloggers and Time Inc. 
publications— including 
Travel + Leisure. 


Follow Us 
twitter.com/ 
travlandleisure 
+ 

facebook.com/ 

travelandleisure 

+ 

pinterest.com/ 

travelleisure 

+ 

instagram.com/ 

travelandleisure 
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1. Keukenhof, the Netherlands, by @brianthio. 2. Washington Square Park, New York City, 
by @sweatengine. 3. The Haut-Marais, Paris, by ©travelandleisure. 4. Naschmarkt, 
Vienna, by ©samhorine. 5. Central Park, New York City, by ©sweatengine. 

6. Washington Monument, D.C., by ©sweatengine. 7. North Haven, Maine, by ©travelandleisure. 
8. Downtown New York City, by ©nyc. 9. Asparagus and poached eggs, by ©danielkrieger. 
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Introducing Curio, a collection of hotels that defies the ordinary. Each one 
entirely authentic. Each one waiting to be found. Discover the collection and 
book your stay at Curio.com. 


CUllK) 
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K HiriON PROVIDENCE BILTMORE | THE HIGHLAND DALLAS | SLS LAS VEGAS HOTEL & CASINO 

HHONORS DIPLOMAT RESORT & SPA HOLLYWOOD, FL | THE FRANKLIN HOTEL CHAPEL HILL 


Hilton 



Editor’s Note 


Contact me 

Q @nathanlump 
nathan@travelandleisure.com 



Nathan Lump 


AT TRAVEL + LEISURE, WE’RE NOT ONLY ON 

the lookout for new hotels and great meals 
and the like— we’re also always thinking about 
how the world around us is changing. Great 
places to visit are often those that are in flux, 
where economies or cultures are evolving 
for the better, where ambitious developments 
are reshaping the face of neighborhoods or 
cities, where landscapes are being reclaimed 
or flora and fauna renewed. 



We aim to bring you insight into places 
like these, which is why among a number of 
stories in this issue about great getaways for 
spring and the warmer days beyond— Austria, 
Washington State’s San Juan Islands, 
Australia— you’ll also find Carl Swanson’s 
probing look at the Argentine real estate 
impresario Alan Faena and his first project in 
Miami Beach (page 106 ). The Faena District is 
a massive $i billion-plus development, unusual 
in its scale for such a mature and developed 
urban destination: two hotels (one designed 
by the director Baz Luhrmann), three Foster & 
Partners condo buildings, a garage, retail 
shops, a marina, and an arts complex by Rem 
Koolhaas’s firm, OMA. 

Although the project won’t be fully completed 
until 2017 (you’ll be able to book into the 
Faena Hotel by the end of this year), it’s already 
reframed the way people are thinking and 
talking about the city. So we’ve brought you an 
early look. Whether you’re headed to Miami 
anytime soon, or just want to be in the know, 
we think it will give you a deeper understanding 
of one of the country’s most dynamic cities. 


A rendering of Faena House condominium. 
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Christian Kerber 


Photographer 
Time in a Bottle 
page 98 


Unforgettable moment 
while shooting in 
Austrian wine country 

Sitting under old linden 
trees in the courtyard at 
the Nikolaihof estate— 
where I got to eat 
home-cooked food with 
the Saahs family, the 
owners, and taste a whole 
range of wines— was the 
highlight of my summer. 
The magic of the 
region lies in... Its 
history, its vintners’ 
passion for their craft. 


and, of course, some of the 
best white wines in the 
world— all paired with a 
great landscape. Don’t 
miss... The tavern at 
Baumgartner, in the fields 
near Langenlois. There, 

I sipped a glass of Riesling 
while watching the sun 
set over Kamptal Valley. 
What was the most 
picturesque village you 
visited? Weissenkirchen. 
You could shoot an entire 
historical film in its streets 
without changing a thing. 



Ian Allen 


Carl Swanson 

Shane Mitchell 

Photographer 


Writer 

Writer 

Northwest Passage 


The Wizard of Miami Beach 

Northwest Passage 

page 110 


page 106 

page 110 


Only in the San Juan Islands will you 
find... Chefs biking around, gathering 
ingredients from farms for dinner. One day, 
I ran into the chef from Hogstone’s Wood 
Oven four times. His restaurant serves 
oysters on stones from the nearby beach 
and with salt made from seawater from the 
bay. Best lookout From the top of Mount 
Constitution, you can see Puget Sound, 
the Cascades, and even British Columbia’s 
Coast Range. Photos don’t do it justice! 
Don’t leave without... Whale watching 
or shucking oysters right on the dock. 
Follow Ian on Instagram at @ian_allen. 


How will Alan Faena’s new condo- 
hotel-arts development change Miami 
Beach? It’s more a symptom of how the 
city is already changing to meet the 
needs of plutocrats a la plage who come for 
the annual Art Basel bacchanal. What 
surprised you? How many high-powered 
New Yorkers worked on the project but 
didn’t see it through. Question you wish 
you had asked Faena “What first gave 
you the idea to wear all white, and stick 
with it?’’ Travel plans I’m headed to 
Argentina to see Faena’s original complex. 
Follow Carl on Twitter at @carlstwitt. 


Which of the San Juan Islands you 
visited was your favorite? Orcas. It’s 
got such a mellow, hippie vibe. I landed 
in time for the Eastsound Solstice Parade 
and felt like I’d found my tribe. When 
to go It’s great year-round, but I loved 
kayaking in the Salish Sea on a summer 
afternoon. Souvenir to bring home A 
piece of craft art, like scrimshaw or a 
carved figurine, from Arctic Raven Gallery, 
in Friday Harbor. Next stop I’m going 
to Japan to research a chapter for my book. 
Far Afield (Ten Speed Press), out next year. 
Follow Shane on Twitter at @shanegoesforth. 
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Bald eagles soaring between rugged peaks. Meadows 
of wildflowers dancing in the wind. And sunrises that paint 
the sky like a canvas. This is a world where wonderful 
things happen. We just have to be there when they do. 


COLORADO 


Get the guide at l^drado^m. 
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HAVE YOU VISITED 
OUR PLAYGROUND? 







It's time to embark on 
the journey of your dreams. 
Surrounded by elegance 
and comfort aboard 
Oceania Cruises, 
the world awaits your arrival. 


Award-Winning Mid-Size Ships 
Finest Cuisine At Sea 
Destination Specialists 
Extraordinary Value 



'Oceania cruises* 

Ynur W&rid. Vffur Wtiy7 


Call 855-OCEAN I A (855-623-2642) 

Visit OceaniaCruises.com 
or Contact Your Travel Agent 





Inbox 


I love how “Midtown Races” [January] showcased 
the ever-evolving quality of New York— a city in which what’s 
“old” will almost always become “new” again. 

— Andrew Irwin new york city 


#Chatter 

T+L followers share 
their favorite 
cruising destinations. 

“Sign me up for 
anything that’s off the 
heaten path, like 
the northern lights!” 

— @SPENCERSPELLMAN 

“Star Clippers’ 

(starclippers.com) 
itineraries to the 
Balearic Islands look 
fabulous this year.” 

— @ORLANDOCHRIS 

“I’m hooked on the 
idea of a cruise along the 
Dalmatian Coast.” 

— @SLEWISMOPR 

“My kids love 
(i>DisneyCruise. Their 
new Frozen fjords 
voyage will visit 
Norway this summer.” 
^©ANDREAGUTHMANN 

“I’ve got my eye on the 
new (i>Uniworldcruises 

super-ship Maria 
Theresa, which sails 
to Amsterdam.” 

— @susan_travcorp 

“A cruise through the 
Panama Canal is on my 
travel #bucketlist.” 

— @POIN rSWITHACREW 

“We just returned 
from a (i>HALcruises 

Asian trip that included 
three days in Myanmar. 

It was terrific!” 

— ©TRAVELINJONES 



Global Palate 

Your February article “The 
Best New Restaurants” will 
no doubt inspire my food- 
focused travels this year— 
be it to devour ramen in 
New York City or pork-belly 
tagine in London. As a native 
Philadelphian, I’m glad 
you included chef Michael 
Solomonov, which showed 
me not only that you guys 
did your research but also 
that there’s plenty for me to 
enjoy at home. The hummus 
with seared chicken livers 
at his restaurant Dizengoff 
(dizengoffphilly.com) recently 
made for a memorable meal. 
—Jenny Dodd 

BRYN MAWR, PA. 


Travel Cheat Sheet 

January’s “Travel Trends 
2015” was packed with so 
many useful insights, but 
I’m hesitant to believe 
that boarding a plane will 
be any easier this year! 
—AlexFreeman 

PHOENIX 

Tried and True 

“Eating the New Miami” 
[by Anya von Bremzen, 
January] was an exciting 
read before a recent trip 
to the city. I realize you have 
to highlight the newest 
spots, but Casa Tua (casatua 
lifestyle.com) is still worth 
mentioning. The northern 
Italian menu and garden 
atmosphere are fantastic. 
—Michael Staley 

RIDGEWOOD, N.J. 


SOUNDING OFF 


When it comes to 
stylish locals, trendy 
hangouts, and lively 
nightlife, one U.S. 

city rises above the 
rest — Miami. 

The party 
capital of 
Florida 
nabbed the 
No. 1 spot in 
travelandleisure.com’s 
annual ranking 
of “America’s Best 
Cities for Singles.” 
Readers were quick to 
weigh in on the 
slideshow’s results. 
From Houston and 
Las Vegas, which ranked 
second and sixth, 
respectively, to 
No. 9 — New York City — 
many readers were 
pleased that their 
hometowns made the 
cut. Not everyone was 
convinced by the 
inclusion of Kansas City, 
but its 


“Looks like I’m 
moving to Miami!” 

@MRLEONARDRIVERA 


refreshingly 
down-to- 
earth craft- 
brewery 
scene helped 
it make the 
cut. In the end, it’s clear 
that no matter where 
they are, travelers are 
always looking to tap 
into the local scene. 


“For those of 
us living in #KC 
and still single, 
I call B.S.I” 

(Sksuwizard 


For more of America’s 
Favorite Cities, visit 
tandl.me/afc_14. 
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St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort, Rio Grande 

This resort that is nestled on a 450+ acre 
preserve, surrounded by plush vegetation, 
gorgeous beachfront and a championship 
golf course, is truly a gem. I was able to play 
the 1 8-hole golf course, which featured the last 
three holes along the beach. To say the views 
weren't a distraction would be a lie. The work 
staff goes above and beyond; prompt butler 
service at the dial of a button or going out of 
their way to make sure "no" is never an answer. 
We would return here in a heartbeat. My wife 
and I have been to numerous island resorts 
over the years, and they are all junior varsity 
compared with this all-star. 

Puerto Rico's luxury resorts give you more than 
spectacular scenery and top of the line services. 

They are five star world class attractions. 

Live your own five star vacation story. 

★★★★★ 


Watch actual reviews come to life at 

SEEPUERTORICO.COM 
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I want to take an evening 
boat ride through 
the spectacular 
Bioluminescent Bay. 


ADVERTISING OFFICES 

New York 1271 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020; 212/522-1212. 

New England Lange Media Sales; 781/642-0400. Canada Redden Media Solutions; 647/346-5353. 

United Kingdom and Italy 44-20/3263-6122. Australia Hogan Media Pty. Ltd.; 61-8/9381-3991, fax 61-8/9388-9376. 
Austria, Hungary Permedia GMBH; 43-1/121-1530, fax 43-1/212-1602. Germany Publicitas GMBH; 49-69/7191-4911. 
Greece Putjlicitas Hellas S.A.; 30-1/685-1525, fax 30-1/685-3357. China, Hong Kong Asian In-Flight Media; 852/2850-4017, 
fax 852/2850-4097. Dubai BSA Consultants; 97-14/228-7708, fax 97-14/221-2350. India Mediascope Publicitas; 91-22/2204-8890, 
fax 91-22/2287-5718. Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia Asian In-Flight Media; 65/6337-6996, fax 65/6337-5885. 

Japan Shinano Co., Ltd.; 81-3/3584-6420. Korea YJP & Valued Media Co., Ltd.; 82-2/3789-6888, fax 82-2/3789-8988. 
Philippines Asian In-Flight Media; 63-2/815-4668, 63-2/815-6238, 63-2/819-3701; fax 63-2/815-4668. 

Spain Publicitas Internacional; 34-91/323-7911, fax 34-91/733-5958. Switzerland Adnative; 41-22/796-4626, 
fax 41-22/797-0270. Taiwan Procom International Ltd.; 886-2/2767-7390, fax 886-2/8770-6108. 

Thailand World Media Co. Ltd.; 66-2/641-2693-6, fax 66-2/641-2697. 


22 


APRIL 2015 


TRAVEL+LEISURE 



BECAUSE SOMEDAY 

want to run 
out of pins. 


Alert: Fidelity Meeting 


Attachment: Retirement Plan 


Reminder: Monthly 





Every someday needs a plan'^ 

Build yours with our retirement expertise. 


' One-on-one guidance focused on your goals, not ours 

' Investment strategies and ideas to help you realize your personal 
retirement vision 

' Access to retirement expertise through investment professionals 
and top-rated planning tools 



We’ll help you build your own personal someday. 



Fidel ity.com/someday 
800.FIDELITY 

Keep in mind that investing involves risk. The value of your investment will fluctuate over time and you 
may gain or lose money. 

Guidance provided is educational. 

The trademarks and/or service marks appearing above are the property of FMR LLC and may be registered. 

Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC. © 2015 FMR LLC. All rights reserved. 709207.8.0 




RICH IS ALWAYS A GOOD THING 



For sales and distribution information visit vintagepoint. com ©2015 One True Vine, LLG. 
Facebook: LayerCakeWine LayerCakeWines.com Twitter: LayerCakeWine 



High design gets a personal touch at the 
Eternal City’s most stylish new stay. 


when Gabriele Salini opened G-Rough, a lO-suite 
hotel in his family’s palazzo just lOO yards 
from Piazza Navona, he was determined to bring 
an unconventional idea of luxury to the often 
staid heart of Rome. As the name would suggest, -> 


A 1960s infinity mirror, 
a Gino Sarfatti-designed 
Sputnik chandelier, 
and table and chairs by 
Ico Paris! grace a 
suite at G-Rough. 
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Salini preserved— even played 
up— many of the building’s 
imperfections (worn 16th-century 
tile floors left untouched, 
deliberately unrestored frescoes, 
walls sanded down to reveal 
layers of history). Taking the 
idiosyncrasy a step further, Salini 
and his late business partner, 
Emanuele Garosci (who opened 
Venice’s ultraglamorous 
Palazzina G in 2009), filled the 
five floors with iconic Italian 
pieces from the I930s to ’60s: 
spider-limbed Sputnik 
chandeliers by Gino Sarfatti, 
parchment beds by Guglielmo 



Ulrich, bar trolley by Gio Ponti. 
Salini paid special attention to the 
fifth floor, where he used to live. 
Those rooms showcase works 
from his personal art collection, 
including a giant photograph by 
Massimo Vitali of a Turkish 
beach— not to mention perfectly 
framed views of the Baroque 
Sant’Agnese church in Piazza 
Navona. The intimate sensibility 
extends beyond the hotel’s walls: 
the staff will arrange out-of-the- 
ordinary experiences, from 
private dinners in a palazzo 
featured in the Oscar-winning 
film The Great Beauty to design 
tutorials with an instructor at 
Rome’s Academy of Costume and 
Fashion. “We encourage clients 
to do far more than just visit the 
Colosseum,” Salini secys. g-rough. 

com. $$$$ —VALERIE WATERHOUSE 



I 


' Check out more of the 
best small hotels in Italy 

at tandl.me/itsmht. 


A guest room’s 
parchment bed by 
Guglielmo Ulrich. 
Left: A cast-iron 
tub and 1900s 
Venetian mirror in 
a bi-level suite. 





THREE MORE BOUTIQUE HOTEL DEBUTS IN ROME 


CASACAU 
Five fully serviced 
apartments close to the 
Trevi Fountain feature 
vintage furnishings. 
Owner Pino Cau supplies 
recipes for seasonal 
dishes to cook in your 
kitchen, casacau.com. $$ 


THE CORNER 
This 1930s Art Nouveau 
villa in the Aventine 
district has 11 rooms, 
food by lauded chef Fabio 
Baldassarre, plus a small 
but sceney late-night club. 
thecomerrome.com. $ 


D.O.M 

Wooden animal 
sculptures, Warhol prints, 
and 16th-century marble 
walls bearing religious 
inscriptions fill this 
24-room, 17th-century 
palazzo on Via Giulia. 
domhotelroma.com. $$$ 


CRUISING 


RIVER TO THE SEA 

When Viking Ocean Cruises begins sailing the Baltic and 
Mediterranean this month, it will become the first major 
river-cruise company to launch a seagoing offshoot. It’s a 
smart move for Viking, which has already cultivated a fiercely 
dedicated fan base for its trips down the Danube and other 
European waterways. Devotees will find much that’s familiar 
on the 930-passenger Viking Star: spacious Scandinavian- 
designed staterooms with private verandas, overnights in key 
ports, and niceties bundled into the fare (Wi-Fi, wine and beer, 
city tours). The change of scenery and larger vessel bring 
plenty of new additions, too: lectures by local experts, a craft 
beer bar, a Nordic-style spa with a snow grotto, and a culinary 
emphasis on regional specialties (Black River osetra caviar on 
Baltic sailings, pea-leek risotto with goat-milk cheese in the 
Med). The crowd favorite is sure to be the cantilevered, 
glass-backed saltwater pool, which gives guests the illusion 
that they can swim right off the stern. — jane Wooldridge 
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style with spring, 
spring with 


ihl< 


Jambu 

^ Adventure Designs 


Jambu.com 

877 . 541.5337 




iu 


TRADEMARK OF VIDA SHOES INTERNATIONAL. © 2015 




[ASTERN EXPOSURE 


TRENDING 


On the runway 

Karate-style belts 
strengthen the 
minimalist looks at 
Celine (top) and Loewe. 
celine.com; loewe.com. 


Hermes sachet 

Scented with one 
of five signature 
fragrances, this 
origami paper 
horse packs 
away perfectly. 
hermes.com. 


Tatcha rice powder 

Indigo-plant extract was 
once favored by samurai 
for the anti-inflammatory 
properties now found 
in this complexion 
booster, tatcha.com. 
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Traditional Japanese style is the look 
of the moment, and it’s never 
felt so modern. By Jane Bishop 


Katsushika 

Hokusai 

A show at the 
Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, 
spans the artist’s 
seven-decade 
career. April 5- 
August 9; mfa.org. 


Monique 
Pean earrings 

Striped agate and 
diamonds, inspired 
by sunsets on the 
island of Naoshima. 
moniquepean.com. 
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BROUGHT 
TO YOU 

FROM 

THE HEART 

The brightest of wcicumes awaits you on the shores of Istanbul's 
mighty waterway at the Shangrt-La Bosphorus. 

Located near the legendary Dol0utAk(iy«c, it brings 
a genuine sense of warmth to these historic waters. As you enjoy 
the view and the ancient ctiltwal nuances of Turkey let hospitality 
From the heart light up every moment of your stay. 


Shongrt-La Bosphorus 


ISTANBUL 






Canada 

hH^fKptwinc 

novascotia.com/WelcomeToAtlanticCanada 
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TAKtM^TIME 

beoitnatha 


pll< 


Cdme to a pl^ce where chajmiltig coastal towns and fishing villages welcome you w!th 

i 

open arms. Where a seafaring culture known for friendly people and hidden gems await 
your return. All you have to do Is take yourself there. 




NOVA SCOT! A^om 

CANADA 



DEBUT 



A new concept store brings 
together the best of the 
city’s homegrown talent. 


The Argentinean economy maybe 
shaky, but that didn’t prevent the 
opening last month of Casa Cavia, a 
high-design store that draws from the 
most sought-after ateliers, studios, 
and kitchens in Buenos Aires. Founder 
Lupe Garcia— whose brother, Juan 
Garcia Mosqueda, is behind New York 
emporium Chamber (see page 83)— 
invited her illustrious friends to set 
up shop in the intimate rooms and 
courtyard garden of an impeccably 
refurbished 1927 mansion in Palermo 
Chico. Pablo Massey, a protege of 
Francis Mallmann, handles the 
Euro-Argentinean cuisine at La Cocina, 
while Julian Bedel has a light-filled 
atelier for his exotic Fueguia 1833 
fragrances. The bar, patisserie, 
bookstore, and florist are similarly 
well-pedigreed. “We didn’t want this 
to just be a destination for eating 
and shopping,” Garcia says. Rather, it’s 
a microcosm of the best of B.A. now. 
casacayza.com. —ANDREW sessa 




The courtyard at Casa 
Cavia. Left: The Flores 
Pasion flower shop. 
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I TEACH A 
CLASS OF 
4 ™ GRADERS 


\TS NOT OK TO 
JUST GET BY 
WITH RA PAIN. 


Nobody chooses to have RA, but you do have 
control over how you live your life with it. 
If you feel like you’re just getting by, talk to 
your doctor. But keep in mind that patients 
and rheumatologists often think about RA 
in different ways. Rethinking how you have 
the conversation could make a difference in 
what your doctor recommends. 


Visit RethinkRA.com to order your free RethinKit today. 



Copyright © 2013 Pfizer Inc. 


All rights reserved. 


April 2013 


TRA563107-01 
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Basque Region, France 

“In lieu of a vacation, my boss sent me to 
work near Biarritz, where a pinch of piment 
d'Espelette, a local chili pepper, changed 
me. In Lyons, we’d learned to season, not 
spice up, a dish. That summer, the piment 
was everywhere, and it was delicious.” 


St.-Malo, France 

“I was nine when I first saw the sea, on 
vacation near St.-Malo, in Brittany. We ate 
at a restaurant along the harbor, and when 
the waiter arrived with a towering plateau 
de fruits de mer rayal, I was stunned! 

Its beauty and flavors marked me for life.” 


THE PLACES THAT 
MADE ME 


Daniel Boulud, America’s 
favorite French chef, 
looks back on his 
life-defining travels. 


With 15 restaurants around 
the world — including the 
new Bar Boulud (barboulud. 
com; $$$) at the Mandarin 
Oriental Boston — it’s easy 
to assume Daniel Boulud was 
born a culinary globe-trotter. 
But to this farm boy who 
grew up near Lyons, taking 
a trip meant trudging to 
the market and back. Here’s 
how he eventually discovered 
the world — and how 
that turned him into a chef. 

— /As told to Sylvie Bigor 



Washington, D.C. 

“When I arrived in D.C., chef Jean-Louis 
Palladin was revolutionizing French cuisine in 
America. Instead of importing ingredients, he 
traveled the U.S. to find the best purveyors. 

On my days off, we hung out at Bistro 
Frangais (bistrofrancaisdc.com; iiiiit), where we 
reveled in the bourgeois cuisine of our youth.” 


Bali, Indonesia 

“I spent a week in Bali with my girlfriend 
living in a sarong on $16 a day. But for her 
birthday, I called the Oberoi Hotel 
(oberoihotels.com; to book dinner. When 
we arrived, our table was encased in garlands 
of orchids. That evening was a lesson 
in hospitality and graciousness.” 



1968-1969 

Avignon, France 

“I tasted Provence in a soupe de poisson 
cooked by my cousin Claudette. Ground 
rockfish bones gave it a unique texture. I 
rediscovered this culinary memory years 
later when I worked at Le Moulin de 
Mougins (moulindemougins.com; iiHt).” 



Lyons, France 

“While interning at Paul Bocuse’s 
Auberge du Pont de Collonges (bocuse. 
com; $$$$,), I ate sea bass wrapped in puff 
pastry. Later, I paid homage at Le Cirque 
(lecirque.com; $$$$,) with pastry-encased 
sea scallops and black truffles.” 



1989 

Rio de Janeiro 

“Claude Troisgros invited me to cook 
for a charity event in Rio 25 years ago 
and introduced me to the Brazilian way 
of life: tropical fruits, exotic vegetables, 
and caipirinhas. What a culture 
shock! I dream of retiring in the shadow 
of Sugarloaf Mountain.” 


TRAVEL + LEISURE APRIL 2015 35 





Radar 





BAA ATOLL MALDIVES 


Amilla Fushi, a new private-island resort in the western 
Maldives, contains everything a modern castaway might need: 
limestone-and-timber houses, outdoor rain showers, a spa 
with its own tea lounge, an 8,000-bottle wine cellar, and 
rooms with personal sundecks where you can be mesmerized 
for hours on end, watching the water ripple in a spectrum 
of clear glass to deep indigo. You might go to the restaurant 
for a lunch of delicious kingfish sashimi, but better yet, 
why not have your butler deliver it straight to your door? 
Because, truthfully, it’s difficult to leave a spot like this. 
amilla.mv. $$$$$ — shane mitchell 






SUNBLOCK 
NEVER LOOKED 
THIS GOOD 

Your eyes get sunburned [ust lifee 
yojr skin, that's why you need 
to protect them. At lansCratters, 
we con fJt your prescriptton 
into nearly any pa:ir of glosses 
for protection with style. 

Who's Coring For Your Eyes? 


Advertisement 


IRISH 

INSPIRATION 

NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO PLAN A TRIP 
TO IRELAND, where Legendary hospitality, 
screensaver-worthy settings, and a Lively 
sense of adventure make your journey 
unforgettable. With direct flights to Dublin 
from several US gateways, and to Belfast 
from Newark Liberty Airport, it’s easier than 
ever to write your own Irish story. 




EMERALD 

GREENS 


Ireland boasts a breathtaking range of championship 
goLf courses, including Northern Ireland's Royal County 
Down— the venue for the 2015 Irish Open, taking place 
May 28-31 . Many of the world's great golfers will be there 
to test their skills and enjoy legendary hospitality, in the 
place Rory Mcllroy calls home. 


CITY DELIGHTS 

Experience the modern beat of Irish cities 
like Dublin and Belfast, where fun-packed 
days blend into nights full of cozy good 
cheer. The muse of literary greats over the 
centuries, Dublin is today a modern center 
of culture, shopping, and nightlife. Window- 
shop through the cobbled streets of Temple 
Bar, and take a breather on one of the 
beautiful bridges. Toast your good fortune 
with new friends— and drink in panoramic 
views— at the Gravity Bar, set atop the 
Guinness Storehouse. Meanwhile, Northern 
Ireland's Belfast beckons with a shimmering 
waterfront (often pulsing with live music), 
historic St. George's Market, as well as 
world-class attractions like the Titanic 
Belfast Visitor Experience. 


LIVING LEGENDS 

Ancient history is alive and well in the castles 
and countryside of Ireland. From Dublin 
head south to County Wicklow, known as 
the Garden of Ireland. Explore Powerscourt 
House & Gardens and afterwards, stroll 
through colorful villages filled with unique 
shops, cafes, and restaurants. Along Northern 
Ireland's stunning 120-mile Causeway 
Coastal Route, stroll through history at the 
Giant's Causeway— a UNESCO World Heritage 
site— and test your nerve with a walk on 
the Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge, which 
spans a chasm over 80 feet deep. Take a tour 
of Game of Thrones® filming locations to 
see how fantasy worlds are inspired by 
Northern Ireland. 


Jump into ^ 

Ireland 


irekmdcom 


PLAN YOUR OWN ADVENTURE AT IRELAND.COM. 






Visit Ireland.com 

k « 


You never know where the now will 
hnd you. As you stroll through the 
walled city of Derry, enjoy Belfast’s 
vibrant markets and Titanic Visitor 
Experience, steal a moment on an 
Irish Whiskey Tour or stand in awe 
on the majestic Giant’s Causeway. 
That’s the promise of Northern 
Ireland’s Causeway Coastal Route 
Come and share the now with us. 
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The latest cosmetics take their inspiration 
from locations near and far. By Katie James 


Tokyo Givenchy’s Prisme 
Visage Color Confetti 
Powder is like having the bright 
lights of the Japanese megacity 
in a compact. $56; bameys.com. 


India The saturated colors of 
traditional embroideries are 
brought to life in Giorgio Armani’s 

Maharajah Nail Lacquers. 

$30 each; armanibeauty.com. 


California Diorskin Nude 
Tie Dye Blush in Coral Sunset 
evokes the Pacific Coast 
skyline — and the Summer 
of Love. $57; dior.com. 


French Polynesia Nars’s 
Dual-Intensity Blush 

($42) in Jubilation provides 
the golden-bronze glo\A/ 
of the Tahitian sun — and 
their temporary tattoos 
($35) add a dose of 
I cultural authenticity. 
narscosmetics.com. 


Marrakesh, Morocco Yves 
Saint Laurent Couture 
Mono eye shado\A/s in Zellige, 
Caftan, and Orient replicate 
the vibrant palette of the 
Jardin Majorelle, w/hich the 
late designer once ow/ned. 
$30 each; yslbeautyus.com. 
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CULTURE 

THE [YE iiTo TRAVEL 


Wim Wenders’s new documentary, 
The Salt of the Earth, about the 
Brazilian photographer Sebastiao 
Salgado (right), offers two 
perspectives on the planet. First 
come Salgado’s travels to challenging 
places like Ethiopia, Rwanda, 
and Serbia, where his experiences 
documenting humanitarian 
catastrophes nearly made him put 
down his camera for good. Then, 
the film turns to Salgado’s second 


act: capturing the breathtaking 
landscapes of the Galapagos Islands, 
Patagonia, and his native country, 
where he led an effort to transform 
his parents’ scorched farmland 
back into rain forest. “There are no 
more empty spaces that nobody has 
been to,” says Juliano Ribeiro Salgado, 
his son and Wenders’s codirector. 

“But photographers can still cross 
frontiers. That’s the definition 
of an adventurer.”— JESSE ashlock 
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so MANY FLIGHTS: CAN YOUR AIRLINE REWARD 
MILES GET YOU WHICHEVER ONE YOU WANT? 


VENTURE' MILES CAN . No matter which flight you want, no matter 
which Airline it’s on, you can get it using Venture miles. Just book any flight, 
then use your miles to cover the cost. It’s that easy. So, ready to switch? 


CapitalOne 


Earn Unlimited Double Miles 


what s in your wsIfetT* 


Credit approval required. Redeem miles for travel on any airline based on actual ticket price at time of purchase. Offered by Capital One Bank (USA), N.A. ©2015 







DISCOVERY 


A new safari 
camp lets nature claim 
the spotlight. 


while other safari lodges in Botswana seem 
to be in a battle of luxury one-upmanship 
(with architecture and plunge pools being 
the weapons of choice), Selinda Explorers 
Camp is taking it down a notch. It’s not that 
the four-tent camp— which opened last 
year on a 320,000-acre reserve that is rich 
in elephants, lions, and other game— is 
lacking in style. The custom-designed tents 
have Persian rugs, copper vanities, and 
campaign furniture. But this is, at heart, a 


back-to-basics safari experience, complete 
with (hot) bucket showers, leisurely 
cookouts on the sandy banks of the Selinda 
Spillway, and a focus on exploring, both on 
foot and by canoe. Indeed, some of the 
country’s best guides are attached to the 
camp. Ask for Kane Motswana, who uses 
traditional Bushman tracking techniques 
and can spin a good yarn around a 
c2impfire.greatplainsconservation.com; 
all-inclusive. $$$$$— amy parley 


OBSESSION 


APENTHAIIELLSASTORy 



I have nothing against smooth-rolling Montblancs and 
Caran d’Aches, befitting love letters and business deals. 

But for me, the ideal writing instrument is one that says 
something long before you’ve issued a word: the humble 
floaty pen. If you’ve been to Paris, or Tokyo, or even the Iowa 
City airport, you know the type: they’re sold for four bucks 
and change to tourists across the globe. Made by Eskesen in 


Denmark since the 1950s, each pen has an oil-filled chamber 
in which a whimsical scene plays out with every flick of 
the wrist. Each time I write with one. I’m back watching 
kitesurfers fly over the Oregon coast or riding the trolley 
up a hair-raising street in San Francisco— and my memories, 
smudged by time, become legible again, eskesen.com. 

— KATHRYN O’SHEA-EVANS 
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It was another perfect sunset in Florence, and I thought to myself: remember this. 

Remember finding the liquid form of relaxation in the ship's Solarium. How every bite in every 
restaurant on board redefined the word delicious. And, discovering that a Celebrity vacation 
can truly transport you to the past— in a very modern way. 


It's funny; I don't remember a single thing from our Celebrity cruise— I remember everything. 



'WORLD’S 
BEST _ 
AWARDS r 



Celebriti^^i 


Cruises* 


That's modem luxury* 


Follow us... 


Alaska • Asia • Australia/New Zealand • Bermuda • Caribbean • Europe • Galapagos • South America 

Visit celebritycruises.com, call 1-877-297-6143, or contact your travel agent. 


nOQSi % X 


©2015 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships' registry: Malta and Ecuador. 
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THE PASSION OF EXPERIENCE: 


GATEWAY 




SITUATED IN THE HEART OF THE 
MAJESTIC RED ROCK CANYONS OF 
COLORADO, GATEWAY CANYONS 
RESORT & SPA INTRODUCES 
CURATED EXPERIENCES DESIGNED 
TO INSPIRE. 

THE SETTING 

Between the awe-inspiring natural surroundings 
and the luxury accommodations, Gateway Canyons 
Resort & Spa provides guests with an escape that's as unique 
as it is stimulating to the senses. With 72 adobe-style rooms, 
including suites and private casitas with extraordinary mountain 
views, this is a place where the legendary landscape is always 
on display. Guests can choose from rooms that offer luxe 
amenities such as custom artisan furnishings, fireplaces, and 
open-beam ceilings fhaf display the wonder of fhe universe. 
Oufdoor amenities might include open-air hot tubs, outdoor 
showers, private decks with fire pifs, and sfargazing decks 
where guesfs can map fhe consfellafions fhaf light up the clear 
night sky above the mesa. 







THE EXPERIENCE 

For naturally inquisitive guests. Gateway Canyons Resort 
& Spa has introduced a Curator of Curiosify — Zebu Ion 
Miracle, picfured at left — who will provide complimentary 
programs and tours at select times and locations. As the former 
Cu rafo r of Anthropology and Collecfions Manager for the 
Museum of Wesfern Colorado, Miracle has played a significant 
role in preserving the culture and history of fhe area. Whefher 
it's diving deep into the fascinating history of fhe American Wesf 
while traversing the terrain by horseback, or exploring the rich 
archeology of the Southwest while fly-fishing on a scenic canyon 
lake, each group learning experience will fosfer discovery, 
discussion, and adventure. Miracle, who has a passion for inspiring 
others, will help to ignite the minds of guesfs who wish to explore 
the thought- provoking wonder of the red rock wilderness. 


For those seeking a unique experience to cuitivote and awoken the mind, body, and soui. Gateway Canyons 
Resort & Spa offers something rare in the heart of the American West. 


Book your trip now by calling 1.866.671.4733 T Nhftl F 

or visiting gatewaycanyons.com. nDbT*houfii^iTi»^Ee« 



'Condfr^ 


Beaders' Chtrice 
V Awards y 


^ G A T E W A 

Canyons. 

COLORADO 

Resort & Spa 


LUXURY AWAITS IN THE LAND OF AWE 


72 LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS | CONFERENCE FACILITIES | EQUESTRIAN CENTER 
HELICOPTER TOURS | SUPERCAR DRIVING EXPERIENCES | CUSTOMIZED EXCURSIONS 
CONCERT AMPHITHEATER I RENOWNED AUTO MUSEUM I CURIOSITY RETREATS 


855 - 520-3378 

gatewaycanyons.com 


#1 RESORT IN COLORADO 

#3 Resort in the United States 
#12 Resort in the World 
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m See the best places to 
stay in the Caribbean at 

tandl.me/crbhtl. 



i Postcard-Perfect 

St. Martin’s Belmond 
La Samanna (belmond.com; 

where my husband 
and I kicked off our trip, has 
an incomparable setting on 
two-mile Bale Longue. 


I? 

I 





t Return Visit I checked out the chic, 
breezy redo of Malliouhana (auberge 
resorts.com; $$$$), on Anguilla. Its 
two-tier infinity pool is most impressive. 


TRAVEL DIARY 
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T+L senior editor Jacqueline Gifford 
shares her discoveries 
from an island-hopping cruise. 


i Under the Sea Bonaire’s best beach is 
at Harbour Village (harbourvillage.com; 
Buy a day pass ($45) and snorkel the reef. 


Local Color The 

charming covered market 
in Le Marin, Martinique, is 
an atmospheric place to 
pick up local chiles and 
rhum agricole. Grab a 
lunch of grilled gambas at 
Le Zanzibar (596/596- 
740-846; $$$), nearby. 




THE TAKEAWAY 

Surprisingly 
Non-Cheesy Moment 

The “Caviar in the Surf” 
heach barbecue in the 
BVI, a signature of 
Seabourn (seabourn. 
com; 12 -n ight sailings 
from $4,999 per person). 

It involves floating 
surfboards piled high 
with tins of caviar 
and coolers stocked 
with champagne. 

Glad I Packed... A 
formal dress for dining 
with the captain and 
beauty essentials like 
Gucci iconic Ottanio 
Eye Shadow (gucci. 
com), abeautiful shade of 
blue, ideal for evening, 
and the skin-refreshing 
La Prairie Soothing 
After Sun Mist 
(laprairie.com) to spray 
on my face when it got 
hot by the pool. 

Where We Found 
Romance Papiamento 
(papiamentoaruba.com; 
$$$), a restaurant set in 
a 175-ysar-old Dutch- 
style manor house in 
Aruba. Request a table 
in the garden. 






Radar 


BEHIND THE SCENES 


DOES STARWOOD 
DREAM OF 
ELECTRIC SHEEP? 

On a visit to the hotel company’s 
new innovation studio, 

David Samuels explores the brave 
new world of hospitality. 


H otels are my favorite places to think and 
write, or simply to escape from reality, 
which is sometimes harsh. The hotels 
I am grateful for are run by sensitive, 
thoughtful people who provide 
the precarious balance of anonymity 
and personal care that I crave. I want privacy, 
interesting design, and also a place to be 
sociable or take a meeting for an hour or two 
without breaking the spell of being somewhere 
far away from home. I like camping out 
alone under the stars, in a nice room with a 
comfortable bed, a desk, and room service. 

As human beings become switching 
stations for the digital signals coming in 
and out of our phones, the technological 
backwardness of so many hotels has become, 
for me, part of their charm. I take comfort 
in the fact that hotel rooms often double 
as museums of Jurassic technologies— the 
desktop landline that acts as a five-pound 
free weight, the dedicated button you 
must push to order room service, the DVD 
player for which you can rent actual 
DVDs. Still, the fear that the hotel experience 
I am dependent on might dissolve into 
the surrounding digital babble of Big Data 
and wearable gizmos and giant LCD 
screens doesn’t seem entirely unreasonable. 

In fact, Starwood Hotels, which counts 
St. Regis and W among its global brands 
and operates one of my personal favorites, 
the Hotel Bristol in Warsaw, is investing 
$100 million over the next two years to create 
the very types of tech-y amenities that make 
me most anxious, among them iPad room- 
service menus and app-based temperature 



ILLUSTRATED BY SHOUT 
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and lighting controls. (It is not the 
first hotel company with such 
ambitions, but it’s the largest.) These 
projects, and many more, are the 
focus of the newly opened Starlab, a 
Manhattan-based digital and design 
studio that seeks out the next great 
hotel innovations. Feeling fiercely 
protective of my beloved old-world 
order, I decided to head there myself 
and investigate. 

The first thing that caught my eye 
at Starlab was a pair of wall displays 
broadcasting a lightly curated stream 
of every photo guests were posting and 
tagging on social media from every 
Starwood property in the world. More 
than half the pictures were of food: 
perfectly arrayed rare tuna 
slices, colorful desserts that 
looked almost like turn-of- 
the-century hats, and so on. 

The feed brought to mind 
the great Yale sociologist 
Thorstein Veblen’s 1899 
work The Theory of the 
Leisure Class, which posited 
a new generation of hotels 
like the Ritz in Paris as 
elaborate theater sets where 
the rising global bourgeoisie 
could show off their status 
in appropriately impressive settings. 
Food is a social-media-friendly version 
of the hotel experience on one plate. 

After gazing a bit, I asked the 
Starlab design team how Big Data had 
changed their approach to their jobs. 
“Before, the hotel was the content. Now 
people are bringing their own content 
with them,” explained Mike Tiedy, 
senior VP for brand design and 
innovation. Great design and working 
Wi-Fi are simply the cost of entry 
to the market these days, and the 
hotel experience needs to be ever more 
alluring simply to keep up with 
whatever is on guests’ phones. Adding 
a sleek new vase or distinctive-looking 
chair isn’t enough to make a hotel 
feel fresh again. “We have to get those 
things right the first time,” added 
VP of global brand design Ted Jacobs. 

The most powerful existing effect 
of digital technology on design, Jacobs 
told me, is the feedback loop of websites 
and social media that plays back the 


success or failure of each design choice 
in real time, making it visible to the 
guest’s friends, and their friends, and 
f/zezr friends. 

Everything new is now instantly 
available to everyone, at least 
theoretically, so the value in the guest 
experience comes from its overall 
vibe— or what Jacobs calls the “red 
thread.” It’s not just the brand history, 
individual design choices, or level of 
service that makes an impact, but the 
way those things are tied together 
into a cohesive narrative. That’s not 
branding-speak, either— what it 
means is that hotels have become like 
big-budget Hollywood movies where 
the one -line pitch is so clear and so 
immediately attractive 
that people are delighted 
by the idea alone. 

Starlab’s digital team 
concerns itself with how 
guests navigate a hotel. It 
recently made headlines 
after introducing its 
Keyless program, which 
lets Starwood Preferred 
Guest (SPG) members use 
their phones to unlock 
doors at all W, Aloft, and 
Element hotels. When I 
visited Starlab, only 10 properties 
were offering the service, but 64,000 
SPG members had already signed up. 

I learned that room-service menus 
are available via the SPG app at Le 
Meridien in Munich, and will soon roll 
out globally. (Future historians of hotel 
technology maybe interested to know 
that the first dish ordered via app was 
a Caesar salad.) I also got a peek at 
some screenshots of the SPG Apple 
Watch app, which will remind guests of 
their room number or provide turn-by- 
turn directions back to the hotel, in 
both English and the local language. 

It was only when I wrapped my 
head around Starwood’s use of Big 
Data— murky territory for a privacy nut 
like me— that I began to understand 
how the cogs may actually turn in my 
favor. By this point, it’s not news that 
Starwood employs 30-odd people to 
keep “eyes on glass 24/7,” handling 
3 million social media interactions per 
year that range from mentions of slow 


check-in lines to stories of guests who 
get locked out of their rooms (like 
one guest at Le Meridien Rimini who 
got stuck on his balcony and was 
rescued by hotel staff after tweeting 
his distress; he was rewarded the next 
day with a whistle and an Italian- 
English dictionary). 

Data is especially useful to hotel 
managers, who can use it to help their 
guests in ways that would please the 
most traditionally exacting Swiss 
hotelier. In the backstage area of the 
W Downtown, in New York’s Financial 
District, I looked at the profile of one 
guest who listens to the Pixies and the 
Shins, eats Kettle Korn, and likes to 
have a teakettle in his room— the kinds 
of things that good hotels should know 
about their guests. Now, as part of an 
opt-in pilot in 30 hotels, Starwood 
plans to install Bluetooth “beacons” in 
lobbies and public spaces that will beam 
profiles of approaching guests to staff— 
who can then greet them by name 
and followup on service requests. 

Walking home in the rain, I might 
have felt like the lonely hero of a 
dystopian science-fiction novel, but 
oddly, I didn’t. No, I don’t care for Apple 
Watches and Google Glass. What I do 
care about is service, which is generally 
where American hotels and large 
chains fall flat. The high-touch yet 
protective experience that I love 
is generally characteristic of hotels 
in Europe and Asia, where the local 
hospitality cultures are rooted in a 
sense of community and discretion 
and attentiveness. The service virtues 
that I appreciate are generally not part 
of our culture, which has plenty of 
other things to offer: movies, music, 
democracy, upward mobility, efficient 
large-scale organization, open markets, 
and a disdain for servile habits. 

The data-driven hotel experience 
is America’s way of closing the service 
gap. Sensors and apps might just be 
our culture’s equivalent of the beautiful 
ladies who keep tabs on guests’ 
movements in the pool and lobby areas 
of the Mandarin Oriental Bangkok, 
making their habits and preferences 
known to managers. If that’s what 
happens, then there’s nothing to be 
afraid of. In fact, I might like it. + 


THE DATA- 
ORIVEN HOTEL 
EXPERIENCE 
IS AMERICA'S 
WAY OF 
CLOSING THE 
SERVICE GAP. 
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Everything we do best. 

All under one panoramic sunroof 

The new Volkswagen Touareg TDI® Clean Diesel. Let the sun shine down through the available 
panoramic sunroof*on every luxurious detail in the new Touareg, the pinnacle of German craftsmanship. 
Get comfortable in its 8-way power-adjustable heated front seats and enjoy available new features, 
like Lane Departure Warning, Autonomous Emergency Brakingf*and Adaptive Cruise Control - all of 
which help offer the invaluable amenity of more confidence on the road. It’s everything we’ve perfected, 
perfectly combined. Isn’t it time for German engineering? 


vw.com 


'Available only on select trims. **Do not rely solely on Front Assist with Autonomous Emergenoy Braking. It is designed to help minimize the effects of certain collisions and is not a 
substitute for attentive driving. This feature has important limitations; see Owner’s Manual for further details. ©201 5 Volkswagen of America, Inc. 


Advertisement 



Don’t Miss 
EXPO 2015 
in Milan, Italy 

Designed to make a powerful impact on the global 
issues of hunger and nutrihon, Expo Milano 2015: 
Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life will be an 
unforgettable non-commercial Universal Exposihon 
in the heart of scenic Northern Italy. 

THE CONCEPT 

With sustainability at its core, this not-to-be-missed event will showcase the 
most advanced technologies and innovab'ons for a sustainable future from over 
130 parb'cipab'ng countries. Focusing on sharing ideas and solutions related to 
nutrit'on. Expo Milano 2015 will be highly interacb've to encourage creab'vity and 
stimulate real progress when it comes to ensuring healthy food for everyone. 



Cluster: Cereals and Tubers 


THE ISSUE 

Never before has nutrition been such a crucial issue for the future of humanity. With 
this in mind, Expo Milano 2015 promises to become a laboratory of research and 
innovab’on searching for solub'ons that will improve the lives of people, while respecb'ng 
the planet. Parb'dpants are dedicated to issues such as sustainable food development, 
environmental protect'on, fighfng hunger, and careful water management. 



Expo Site: Decumanus 


THE DESIGN 

Spanning an area of one million square meters 
(nearly 250 acres). Expo Milano 2015 will be built 
as an enb’re dedicated city with easily navigable 
streets featuring an array of mouth-watering 
restaurant opb'ons, thousands of live concerts, 
awe-inspiring performances, and inspirab'onal 
workshops and exhibitions around every corner. 
With over 50 countries building their own stylized 
pavilions, this event will highlight the best the 
world has to offer. 

Italian Pavilion 
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USA Pavilion 


THE USA SPACE 

The USA Pavilion will be constructed in the style of a quintessential American 
barn and will feature the theme: "American Food 2.0: United to Feed the Planet.” 
With a fully functioning vertical farm, sustainable building design that features 
a boardwalk made from wood repurposed from Coney Island, VIP areas, and a 
rooftop terrace, this pavilion will highlight the culinary culture, ingenuity, and 
diversity of the United States. 


THE PERFORMANCE 

In keeping with the theme, the world- 
famous Cirque Du Soleil will create a never- 
before-seen production, Allavital, that will 
be performed in a spectacular open-air 
theater during Expo Milano 2015. Invoking 
all of the senses, the innovab've new piece 
will present a fascinating tale, interwoven 
with music and dance, inspired by the deep 
union between Food and Life. 



Cardo & Open Air Theatre 


THE WAY IN 

For those seeking a travel experience that 
is truly life altering. Expo Milano 2015 
is a must-see. Savor the world’s most 
standout flavors while discovering new 
ways to improve the future of the planet. 
Over 20 million visitors are expected to 
participate in this unprecedented event. 


2KiO 

MILANO 2015 
1 MAY * 31 OCTOBER 

Learn More and Purchase Tickets 
at expo2015.org 




Give US your body for a week and we’ll give 

you back your nnind ■ Of all the great beach vacations and spas In the world, only 

The BodyHollday offers you the very best of both In beautiful Saint Lucia. Tailor your vacation to your wishes and choose from 


a menu of wellness options, sports and gourmet pleasures. It’s all a body could ask for. To find out more about our exclusive 


reader offer call +1 888 877 4704 or visit www.thebodyholiday.com/travel-leisure 


the bodyholida y 

LeSPORT 



YOUR TRAVEL DILEMMAS SOLVED ^ THE SPORTSMAN’S GUIDE TO LUGGAGE 67 ... HOW TO USE MILES FOR 
BUSINESS-CLASS SEATS 72 ... THE BEST APPS AND WEBSITES FOR SPONTANEOUS TRAVELERS 76 


Trip Doctor 

THE T+L GUIDE TO 


HAVING FUN ON A 
BUSINESS TRIP 

Traveling for work doesn’t mean you can’t experience everything 
a city has to offer. Here’s how to get the most out of five 
major business destinations, including client-worthy restaurants, 
easy walking tours, and quick escapes when the meetings 
are over. Plus, get travel advice from frequent fliers and T+L’s 
picks of the top new business-class cabins and lounges. 
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Trip Doctor 


Strategies 


Learn about packing a suit, 
beatingjet lag, and more at our 
dedicated business travel section: 

tandl.me/biztrv. 



feijing’s 798 Art District. 


Beijing 


UPDATE 


SWEET SEATS 



Some of the best new 
premium cabins 
belong to Air France 
and China Airlines, 
which both recently 
introduced fully 
lie-flat, all-aisle 
access business seats. 
Aer Lingus (above) now 
has affordable lie-flat 
transatlantic seats. 
American Airlines’ 
new business cabins, 
which have started 
rolling out on 777s, 
offer innovative 
front- and rear-facing 
seats for even 
more shoulder space. 




Chinas sprawling capital can sonnetinnes overwheinn, but there's deep 
history and a vibrant contennporary culture if you know where to go. 


ON DUTY 

Rich and crispy-skinned, 
Peking duck is Beijing’s 
signature dish. One of the 
best versions is at Duck de 
Chine (elite-concepts.com), 
an industrial-chic space 


in the energetic Chaoyang 
district that’s perfect 
for a lunch meeting. 

+ After dark, head to the 
8 oth floor of the China 
World Summit Wing hotel to 
talk strategy at Atmosphere 
(shangri-la.com), the city’s 
highest bar. The views 
stretch for miles, taking 
in Tiananmen Square and 
the mountains beyond. 

OFF THE CLOCK 
Context Travel 

(contexttravel.com) has a 
three-hour, historian-led 
walk that lets you squeeze in 
visits to the Forbidden City’s 
imperial palaces before 
any late afternoon meetings. 


+ For a window onto 
of-the -moment Chinese 
creativity, turn to the 
expat American guides at 
Chart Contemporary 
(chartcontemporary.com), 
who offer tours of 
galleries and studios in 
the 798 Art District. 


EXTRA DAYS 

The Badaling section of the 
Great Wall is closest to town, 
but it’s often overcrowded. 
Instead, head about two 
hours away to the quieter 
Jinshanling portion- 
some parts of which are 
unrestored— for a hiking 
day trip with Imperial 
Tours (imperialtours.net). 
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0 ^ ^ CIU Wake up to paddle bearding on the Atlantic 
Ocean and enjoy an efternoon kayaking the Intracoastal Waterway. 
Then wind dawn with margaritas and tacos on the deck 
live mihsk tHI$ the air, A perfed: day is passible 
tn Jacksonville with endless combinatiioFis of fun in 
the sun^ Plan yoyr perfect trip w 

pi visitjacksoirytile^coirii. 






Trip Doctor 


Strategies 


Frankfurt 

Germany's efficient financial center has shaken off its boring 
reputation with a sophisticated mix of boutiques and cocktail dens. 



ON DUTY 

Need to confer with 
colleagues before the day 
begins? Leonhard’s 
(restaurant-leonhards.de), on 
the top floor of the Galeria 
Kaufhof department store 
near the financial district, 


serves cappuccinos 
and buttery 
croissants on an 
outdoor terrace. 

+ For a cocktail 
bar that’s 
upscale (and 
quiet) enough 
for entertaining 
clients, head to either the 
Parlour (theparlour.de) 
or Sullivan (sullivan-bar.de), 
located off pedestrian-only 
Zeil street. 

OFF THE CLOCK 

More than two dozen 
cultural institutions 
sit on the Museum 
Embankment, along the 
Main River. Our pick: 
the Stadel Museum, for its 
impressive old masters. 
Culture Trip (culturetrip.de) 


can organize a tour 
through the greatest hits. 
+ Amid the outposts 
of Cartier, Versace, 
and Armani on 
Goethestrasse is the 
i35-y6ar"old women’s 
boutique August 
Pfuller (august-pfueller. 
de). The institution is a 
one-stop shop for labels like 
Proenza Schouler and 
Thakoon; its nearby kids’ 
store sells German-made 
Steiff stuffed animals. 

EXTRA DAYS 

The town of Heidelberg, 
with its storybook 
Renaissance castle, is just 
a 50-minute train ride 
south from Frankfurt. Don’t 
miss a stroll along the 
cafe-lined Hauptstrasse. 




ROAD WARRIORS 



MARK 

HALPERIN 

andJOHN 

HEILEMANN 

Hosts of 
Bloomberg TV’s 
With All Due Respect 


Miles traveled 
per year 

JH: More than 
100 , 000 . 

MH: Thousands 
and thousands. 


Preferred airline 

JH: Delta. There’s 
Wi-Fi, a decent 
rewards program, and 
LaGuardia’s Marine 
Air Terminal. 


Best airline cabin 

MH: First class on any 
Japanese carrier. 


In-flight rituals 

JH: Sleeping, drinking, 
sleeping, drinking; 
Scrabble on the iPad if 
I’m with my wife (even 
though she kicks my 
ass almost every time). 

Favorite airport 

MH: The one I’m 
leaving. 

Go-to gadget 

JH: The superthin 
Vorson Bookmark 
backup battery 
for mobile devices. 


Biggest travel 
mishap 

MH: Former and 
current TV producers 
don’t let those happen. 
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When it comes to your financial future, you can’t just leave it to anyone. 
But when you choose a Certified Financial Planner™ professional, you’ll know 
you’re in good hands. That’s because every CFP® pro is thoroughly vetted 
to uphold the highest standards of education, experience and ethics. 
It’s confidence and peace of mind you can’t get anywhere else. 


CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL 
PL ANN ER^ 






Work with the highest standard. Find your CFP®pro at LETSMAKEAPLAN.ORG 
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Trip Doctor 

Strategies 


Dubai 

The crown jewel of the United Arab Ennirates 
offers easy access to both beach 
and desert — ideal for turning that long trip 
fronn honne into a vacation. 



ON DUTY 

London’s modern-Peruvian 
hot spot, Coya (coya 
restaurant.com), opened an 
outpost at the Four Seasons 
Resort Dubai. It’s now 
one of the most sought-after 


tables in a city known 
for attention-grabbing 
restaurants. 

+ How to make the most of 
a visit to the Bur] Khalifa 

(burjkhalifa.ae), the world’s 
tallest building? A 9 p.m. 
reservation to see the 
observation deck on the 
148th floor, then drinks 
at the huzzy Prive club in 
the tower’s Armani 
Hotel (armanihotels.com). 
Call it a late-night team- 
building session. 

OFF THE CLOCK 

On a day-long desert safari 
with Gulf Ventures 

(gulfventures.com), you’ll 
traverse sand dunes in 
a 4 X 4, ride a camel, 
and sip Arabic coffee 
in a tented camp. 

+ Skip Dubai’s 
over-the-top 



The Burj 
Khalifa. Left: 

Shoes at 
the Bastakia 
market. 


malls and head for Bastakia, 
a historic neighborhood 
near Dubai Creek. Those 
negotiating skills may 


r 



come in handy at the 
area’s souk, which sells 
gold, silver, and spices. 

EXTRA DAYS 

Sandwiched between 
a white-sand beach and 
towering mountains, 
Oman’s Six Senses 
Zighy Bay (sixsenses.com) 
is about a two-hour drive 
from downtown Dubai. 

There you can go 
snorkeling, hiking, 
and sailing on a 
traditional dhow. 


ROAD WARRIORS 



KATIA BEAUCHAMP 
AND HAYLEY BARNA 

Founders of Birchbox, 
a subscription service 
for beauty products 


Miles traveled 
per year 

HB: Around 
200 , 000 . 


Favorite airport 

HB: I love the 
convenience of 
Hong Kong. You can 
check your bags for 
an evening flight 
right in the city 
center and spend 
the rest of the 
day exploring 
unencumbered. 


Must-pack item 

KB: I love traveling with 
really comfortable 
pajamas. Some people 
just make do, but I 
make space. 


Chain or boutique 
hotel? 

HB: I’m loyal to both 
Starwood and Four 
Seasons, but I prefer 
boutiques when 
visiting somewhere 
new so I can get 
a sense of place. 


Breakfast standby 

KB: It’s hard to pass up 
a croissant, especially 
in Europe, where they 
take them seriously. 


Pro packing tips 

KB: One jacket that 
looks great over a 
dress or with jeans, 
and a pair of 
multipurpose heels. 


Hotel service you 
appreciate 

HB: Having the room 


ready for an early- 
morning red-eye 
arrival. Wi-Fi that 
immediately works and 
has sufficient band- 
width. Unlimited free 
bottles of water and a 
desk with a nice view. 


Favorite app 

HB: I like Moves, which 
records where you go 
throughout the day 
on a map. It’s fun 
to retrace your steps 
in a new place. 
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SOME THINGS WEREN'T MEANT TO BE TAMED 

FOR EXAMPLE, YOU 
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COME. EXPLORE. ROAM FREE 
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Trip Doctor 



Sao Paulo 

Celebrity chefs, a booming art scene, and a kinetic urban energy: 
there are plenty of reasons to explore this expansive metropolis. 


A handful of new 
airport lounges are 
upping the ante on 
style. Tokyo’s Haneda 
airport now has a 
Mad Men-style Cathay 
Pacific lounge and 
a first-class suite from 
JAL that includes 
John Lobb shoeshine 
service. Qantas’s Marc 
Newson-designed 
first-class lounge in 
LAX come with 
food from Australian 
chef Neil Perry, latam’s 
Sao Paulo lounge 
has Midcentury-style 
furniture and 
high-tech touches. 


UPDATE 


LOUNGE ACTS 




ON DUTY 

At Manf (manimanioca.com. 
br), ranked one of the 
world’s best restaurants 
and a go -to spot for a 
deal-making meal, stylish 
creatives and young finance 
types linger over dishes 
like foie gras bonbons and 
crayfish moqueca (stew). 

+ Keep the evening going at 
the historic bar Riviera 
(rivierabar.com.br), which 
was recently revived by 
star chef Alex Atala. Or 
sample something from the 


long list of 
cachagas, 

Brazil’s signature 
sugarcane liquor, 
at Emporio 
Sagarana 
(emporiosagarana. 
com.br), in Vila 
Madalena— and 
then pick up a bottle 
to bring home. 


OFF THE CLOCK 

For a morning run, follow 
in-shape Paulistas to 

Ibirapuera Park, the city’s 


-adr 


version of Central Park. 
The main loop is about 
1X2 miles long, and takes 
you past the Afro Brazil 
Museum and the Museum 
of Modern Art. If it’s too 
far from your hotel, cheat 
and take a cab. 

+ Need some relief from 
the chaos? The new Aigai 
Spa (aigaispa.com.br) is a 
high-design, hydrotherapy- 
focused retreat with only 
four treatment rooms and 
a hammam. 


EXTRA DAYS 

It’s a two-hour drive to the 
Litoral Norte (northern 
coast), where the laid-back 
surfer vibe makes it easy to 
unwind. Stay at the 15-room 
Nau Royal (nauroyal.com. 
br), a chic pousada-style inn 
just feet from the shore. 
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Trip Doctor 

Strategies 


ROAD WARRIOR 



YVES 

BEHAR 

Founder of 
industrial design 
firm Fuseproject 



Miles traveled 
per year 

150 , 000 . 


Favorite airport 

I love smaller airports 
that are efficient. 
Majorca’s has cool 
architecture and 
a Botero sculpture. 

Must-pack items 

Eye mask, earplugs, 
portable phone 
charger, electric 
converter, yoga pants. 


Chain or boutique 
hotels? 

Boutique hotels seem 
more connected to 
local culture. Airbnb is 
the ultimate from a 
cultural standpoint — 
hosts really know 
what’s going on in the 
neighborhood. 

Go-to carry-on 

The Incase roller bags 
are well-thought- 
out, with designated 
space for a laptop and 
electronics, so I can 
pack one bag instead 
of schlepping two. 

Travel gadget 
you’d like to invent 

A lighting product 
that alleviates jet lag 
would be cool. 




Las Vegas 

There's more to Sin City than casinos and showbiz — not that there's 
anything wrong with a little strategically 


ON DUTY 

Ante up for a dinner at Mix 
at the Delano (delano 
lasvegas.com), where chef 
Alain Ducasse’s menu 
has expense-account-worthy 
items like filet mignon 
with foie gras and black- 
truffle sauce. 

+ If you want to take things 
down a notch, try heading 
north of the Strip, where the 
bars are more Brooklyn 
than Vegas. One of the best: 
Scullery (scullerylv.com), 
a light-filled spot serving 


digestif-based 
cocktails and 
charcuterie platters. 


OFF THE CLOCK 

Have a short window 
between meetings? The 
50 -minute hammam ritual 
at the desert-inspired Sahra 
Spa in the Cosmopolitan 
(cosmopolitanlasvegas.com) 
blends a hydrating scrub, 
detoxifying steam, and some 
much-needed alone time. 
+The flashing lights have 
long since gone out, but 


the roughly 150 signs at 
the Neon Museum’s Neon 
Boneyard (neonmuseum.org) 
still offer a glimpse into 
Vegas’s past. They’re 
accessible only via an 
hour-long guided tour. 


EXTRA DAYS 
Sundance Helicopters 

(sundancehelicopters.com) 
gets you to the Grand 
Canyon and back in 
3V2 hours. The picnic tour 
includes a flight over the 
Hoover Dam, the Mojave 
Desert, and Lake Mead— and 
a champagne lunch 3,200 
feet below the canyon’s rim. 
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MASTERPIECE 


'Enrich your life™ with a timeless treasure created for a fortunate few — 

the Central Florida community that’s a work of art. 


GOLDEN 

OCALA' 


GOIF i FQUFSTtlAN am 


ELEGANT ESTATE LIVING 


Offered Exclusively by Royal Shell Real Estate Sales & Vacation Rentals 
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Is there any more hospitable place on earth? 
Twice a day, the worid's highest tides draw 
back to iet you waik the ocean fioor. Prefer 
to saii the historic Bay of Fundy? It's not 
uncommon to be welcomed by dozens, or 
even scores, of curious whaies. 

This is New Brunswick. 

Unspoiied, open, dramatic iandscapes and 
peopie who take warm weicomes personaiiy 
and with pride. We'ii heip you start each day 
with a new, unforgettabie experience and 
entertain you each evening with iive music, 
fresh seafood and a foikiore taie or two. 

Consider this your personai invitation, we'd 
iove to see you soon. 


New York 

Just a two-hour flight with 
United Airlines or enjoy a 
4-10 day cruise. 


VISITING MAINE? 

BRING YOUR 
PASSPORT! 


- Hopewell Rocks, low tide 


Canada 




TourismNewBrunswick.ca/WelcomeToAtlanticCanada | 1-800-561-0123 | facebook.com/TourismNewBrunswick 
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Packing 


by Jane Bishop 
Style Director 


IS A TRAVEL 
BAG DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY 
FOR THE SPORT I 
PLAY WORTH 
THE INVESTMENT? 

If you’re committed, your 
bag should be, too. Here 
are five stylish totes at the 
top of their game. 


1 HOT TO TROT 

The cotton-and-calfskin 
Hermes riding carryall gets 
a blue ribbon for being big 
enough to fit boots, crop, 
and breeches ($3,150). 


2 COMMUTE BY BIKE 

SealLine's seamless cycling 
backpack is lightweight, 
waterproof, and adjustable 
in size to keep contents 
secure ($150). 


3 SKI IN, SKI OUT 

Sportube’s hard-sided 
expandable case ($200) 
holds two pairs of skis 
(plus poles) and has a 
matching boot bag ($120). 


4 FISH FROM THE HIP 

The Tongass 650 angler’s 
waist pack by Umpqua keeps 
everything — tools, tackle, 
hook, line, and sinker — dry 
and at your fingertips ($170). 


5 SERVE IT UP 

Pack like a pro with 
Lacoste’s coated- 
canvas duffel. Its roomy 
interior fits a racket 
and gear ($320). 


PHOTOGRAPHED BY YASU + JUNKO 


SEE BUYER’S GUIDE, PAGE 133 
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by Amy Farley 
News Editor 


The Fix 


Q+A 


HOW CAN I USE MY MILES TO GET A 
BUSINESS-CLASS SEAT? 

With the increasingly limited availability 
of coveted award seats — and 
more and more miles and points flooding 
the system — finding business-class 
tickets for a reasonable number of 
miles is harder than ever. Here are some 
tips from the mileage pros. 


Don’t rely on upgrading. In 

the past, it was relatively easy 
to buy an economy ticket and 
use miles to get to the front of 
the plane. It’s become more of 
a crapshoot recently. Airlines 
are now focused on selling 
business-class seats and often 
open them up to upgrades only 


at the last minute, says Brian 
Kelly, founder of the Points 
Guy blog. (What’s more, some 
airlines require you to buy a 
nearly full-fare economy ticket 
to qualify for an upgrade.) But 
unless you’re a high-priority 
million-miler, there’s a good 
chance that you’ll end up stuck 



in coach. “It’s a very expensive 
lottery,” says Gary Leff, 
founder of Book Your Award, a 
mileage-redemption service. 
The better option is to use your 
miles to secure a business-class 
seat outright; they’re more 
plentiful and a better value. 
Upgrading to business on a 
Delta flight from the United 
States to Europe, for example, 
will cost you 15,000 to 25,000 
miles on top of your economy 
fare— often with no guaranteed 
seat; the lowest-tier business 
award seats go for just 62,500 
miles. That said, if you’re 
willing to gamble, consider a 
premium subscription to 
Expertflyer.com ($ 9.99 per 
month), which will notify you 
when an upgrade (or an award 
seat) becomes available. 

Diversify your points. If 

you’re not going to reach elite 
status with an airline, it 
doesn’t make sense to rely 
on a single domestic carrier to 
house all your miles, leaving 
yourself vulnerable to 
devaluations. Your best bet is 
to earn through a credit card 
tied to a flexible-points 
program, such as American 
Express Membership Rewards, 
Chase Ultimate Rewards, Citi 
ThankYou Rewards, and 
Starwood Preferred Guest, all 
of which let you transfer 
points to a variety of travel 
partners. And even as United, 
Delta, and other airlines 
make it harder to bank miles, 
credit cards still have lucrative 
earning structures (sign-up 
bonuses, double-points offers, 
etc.). The Points Guy and 
One Mile at a Time blogs are 
both great resources for credit 
card offers and insights. ^ 



I SCRATCHED 
MY RENTAL CAR 


Don't. 



Fret over purely 
cosmetic damage. 

Most major rental 
agencies usually 
don’t bother with (or 
even notice) minor 
scratches and dings. 


Dcu. 


^ / 



Alert your insurer 
if the damage is 
significant. Many 
require you to report 
accidents within a 
certain time frame or 
the coverage is void. 


Don'Ll 



Be surprised by 
ancillary charges. 

If the car needs 
repairs, you may be 
responsible for 
loss-of-use fees. 



Document the 
damage. Photos will 
keep you from being 
held accountable 
for more damage 
than you inflicted. 
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... Thafs before the Golden 
Gate Bridge opened. 


GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and 
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 
quote and see how much you could save today. 

geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | local office 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees 
Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO 
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Visit Hawaii, the Big Island... 
we’re happy by nature. Find us 
zt gohawaii.com/hawaii-island 
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The Fix 


Leverage partnerships. Domestic 
carriers’ websites don’t show you 
all the inventory of all the airline’s 
international partners. Ben 
Schlappig, founder of PointsPros 
and the One Mile at a Time blog, 
advises calling the airline and asking 
about seats on affiliated airlines. 

For example, American Airlines 
AAdvantage miles can be used for 
Etihad Airways award seats, which 
are often available, since many 
U.S. travelers aren’t aware of this 
agreement. And don’t overlook 
Alaska Airlines. Though it isn’t part 
of the major international alliances, 
Alaska miles can be used on several 
Oneworld and SkyTeam carriers, 
including American and Delta. 

Stay flexible. You’ll find the best 
upgrade and award-seat availability, 
Leff says, when business travelers are 
not flying: at off-peak times, midweek, 
and midday. Business seats are also 
easier to snag on flights to or from 
second-tier airports. That American 
Airlines flight from Raleigh- 
Durham to London has much more 
availability than one from New York’s 
JFK to Heathrow, Schlappig says. 

You can also mix and match carriers 
now that airlines are lifting the 
restrictions on booking one-way 


BY THE NUMBERS 

$ 3,918 

Price of a round-trip business-class 
ticket on Delta Airlines from New York 
to Hong Kong in September. 

140,000 

Number of miles it takes to secure this 
same seat. 

$ 1,820 

Value of a 140,000-mile seat, based 
on the most recent point-to-dollar 
conversion from the Points Guy blog. 

award tickets. The benefit, Leff says, 
is that you don’t need as many miles 
in any one frequent-flier account to 
take advantage of one-way rewards. 

Outsource the task. If the thought 
of moving points around and 
researching airline partnerships 
makes you want to throw in the towel, 
you can. Services like Schlappig’s 
PointsPros and Left’s Book Your 
Award will find those lucrative 
award seats for you. Schlappig 
charges $200 a ticket ($100 for each 
additional one); Left’s fee is $150 a 
ticket. Neither will charge you until 
he finds you an acceptable itinerary. 


INTERNATIONAL MILES 

If you bank miles with a flexible-points credit card, consider transferring them 
into foreign-airline loyalty programs, which can have bigger payoffs than 
their domestic counterparts. Three worth keeping in mind: 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 

B.A. offers great value on 
short-haul award tickets: 
business-class seats 
on flights of up to 650 
miles cost just 9,000 Avios 
points, one-way. Compatible 
with: American Express 
Membership Rewards, 

Chase Ultimate Rewards, 
Starwood Preferred Guest. 


KOREAN AIR 

Travelers can use Korean’s 
Skypass miles to get 
first-class seats on 
Korean Air and most 
other members of the 
SkyTeam alliance— a 
benefit not available to 
Delta SkyMiles holders. 
Compatible with: Chase 
Ultimate Rewards. 


SINGAPORE AIRLINES 

The carrier offers business- 
class awards on certain 
routes exclusively to 
members of its KrisFlyer 
loyalty program. Compatible 
with: American Express 
Membership Rewards, Citi 
ThankYau Rewards, Chase 
Ultimate Rewards, 
Starwood Preferred Guest. 





#LetHawaiiHappen 



gohawaii.com/HawaiiIsland 


Trip Doctor 


Tech 


Have a tech question, or 
a hotel appyou want to share? Tell us at 

tripdoctor@travelandleisure.com. 



HOW TO BE A SPONTANEOUS TRAVELER 

Procrastinators, rejoice: a new crop of digital tools can help you book an entire trip in a matter 
of minutes, even mere hours before takeoff. So get packing. By Tom Samiljan 


FIND YOUR FLIGHT 

The key to getting a last-minute 
deal is flexibility. The website 
Adioso lets you browse fares 
from your departure city to 
anywhere in the world and sort by 
price. Kayak’s Explore (kayak, 
com/explore) charts airfares on a 
global map to show how far your 
money can go. And the Get The 
Flight Out app (iOS) puts the 
cheapest day-of fares — from 
Orbitz, Travelocity, and others — 
on an easy-to-scan interface. 

Our best find: New York to 
Stockholm for $494 round-trip. 


BOOK A ROOM 

HotelTonight (Android; iOS) is 
popular for its sleek design and 
curated picks; we like the new 
Rate Drop feature, which knocks 
down same-day prices after 
3 p.m. For even deeper savings, 
try Hotels.com — last-minute 
deals start at 50 percent off. 
Booking.com’s just-launched 
app. Booking Now (iOS), claims 
the largest inventory, with more 
than 580,000 properties. To 
avoid information overload, the 
app learns your preferences 
and suggests hotels accordingly. 


PLAN YOUR ITINERARY 

Figure out how to fill your 
days with the help of Utrip, a 
website that can create 
itineraries in 37-plus cities 
throughout the U.S. and Europe. 
Users take a quick survey 
(Do you like mellow days or 
packed schedules? Do you prefer 
hiking or fine dining?) and 
provide their budget and dates. 
Utrip then calculates a day-by- 
day schedule with restaurants, 
sightseeing, and more — 
along with interactive maps to 
guide you along. 


MAKE DINNER 
RESERVATIONS 

Forget about booking 30 
days ahead: apps like Tables 
(Android; iOS) and Resy 
(Android; iOS) can find you a 
same-day seat at of-the- 
moment restaurants in five 
U.S. cities for a fee of up to 
$50 per booking. We scored a 
prime-time Saturday table 
at A.O.C., in Los Angeles, for 
$20 with Tables and an $18 
reservation at New York City 
hot spot Claudette via Resy. 



If you’re looking to book airfare, rooms, rental cars, and excursions all at once, LastMinuteTravel.com sells 
heavily discounted package deals. Just be prepared to deal with a clunky user experience. For $50, you can 
join their membership club, which adds another 10 percent to your savings, on average. 
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SAVE UP TO $1000 

PER COUPLE 
WITH OUR EARLY 
BOOKING OFFER! 


USE CODE: TLEW0415 


r AWARD-WINNING RIVER CRUISES 




An incredible value Something you wouldn’t expect 

At Emerald Waterways, all your delicious meals, onshore excursions. Our deluxe ships boast a heated pool with a retractable roof and 

and transfers within Europe are included In the price of your bar, so you can wake up and take an early morning dip before the 

vacation. And while others can charge as much as $675 per couple day begins. At night, the area converts into a cinema where we 

for tipping on a 15-day cruise, we take care of that for you too. show a collection of classic and contemporary films. 


Your contemporary retreat 

We offer a great choice of cabins, but regardless of where you 
choose to lay your head, you’ll enjoy your own en-sulte bathroom, 
hotel-style bed, flat screen TV, Infotainment system, Wi-Fi and 
open-air system. 


Exceptional cuisine 

Our experienced chefs showcase the fantastic cuisine Europe has 
to offer. To accompany lunch and dinner, you’ll enjoy a carefully 
selected collection of red and white wines, beers and soft drinks, 
all of which are complimentary when you dine. 


Contact your travel professional 

or call 855-222-3214 or visit EmeraldWaterways.com 
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Best New River Ship 
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Deals 


by Lisa Cheng 
Deals Editor 


READER EXCLUSIVES 


THIS MONTH’S BEST DEALS 


SPA 


Cruising down the Mekong River. Snorkeling in the Galapagos 
Islands. Beer tasting in California. This month’s T+L exclusives offer 
one-of-a-kind experiences all around the world. 



O BUDAPEST Hungarian 
Rhapsody from Aria Hotel Budapest 
(ariahotelbudapest.com), a 
music-themed hotel adjacent to 
St. Stephen’s Basilica. Stay Three 
nights in a Signature room. Bonus 
Two treatments of your choice at the 
on-site Harmony Spa. Cost $1,018 
($339 per night), double; book 
by April 30. Savings 47 percent. 

JAPAN Tailor Made from Hyatt 
Regency Kyoto (hyatt.com), where 
streamlined rooms have oversize 
kimono-fabric headboards. Stay 
Five nights in a Deluxe room. Bonus 
A 100-minute Qi Body treatment for 
two, incorporating shiatsu massage 
and aromatherapy. Cost $2,440 
($488 per night), double; book by 
September 1. Savings 31 percent. 



Beachfront access at the Acqualina Resort & Spa, in Miami. 


SuperSaver 

▼ 

MEXICO 

Suite & Spa from Las Brisas 
(brisas.com. mx), 251 stone- 
walled suites surrounded 
by hibiscus gardens in Acapulco. 
Stay Two nights in a Master 
suite with a full-size pool. 
Bonus A 60-minute couples 
massage. Cost $620 ($310 per 
night), double; book by 
May 31. Savings 54 percent. 


MIAMI In Good Health from the 
newly renovated Acqualina Resort & 
Spa (acqualinaresort.com), in the 
posh beachside area of Sunny Isles. 
Stay Three nights in an Ocean 
View room. Bonus One-on-one yoga 
sessions, followed by 50-minute 
spa treatments for two. Cost $2,250 
($750 per night), double; book 
by May 31. Savings 31 percent. 

TORONTO Fit & Fab from Trump 
International Hotel & Tower Toronto 
(trumphoteltoronto.com), a sleek 65- 
story skyscraper downtown. Stay 
Two nights in a Deluxe king room. 
Bonus One-hour Skin Perfecting 
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LEX LIKE A 

LOCAL 


Win a handpicked Lexington 
experience from Thoroughbred Farm 
Owners Antony and Angeia Beck. 


One sweepstakes winner and a guest will receive 
two nights accommodation at the Griffin Gate 
Marriot Resort & Spa, a stallion tour at Gainesway 
Horse Farm, an exclusive bourbon tasting with the 
publishers of the Bourbon Review, a gift certificate 
to Beer Hall & National Provisions, a canoeing 
trip on Elkhorn Creek, and tickets to the world- 
renowned Kentucky Horse Park and more. 


^ ANG^ & 
iVNTONY BECK 

Lifestyle Brand Designer, 
Thoroughbred Form 
Owner & Breeder 






Advertisement 



GO LOCAL IN LEXINGTON 


Once known as the 'Athens of the West," Lexington, Kentucky 
charms visitors with its world-class equestrian offerings, 
vibrant food and spirits scenes, and rich history. 



HORSE HEAVEN 

Any visit to Lexington has to include some time getting to know the city’s most 
famous residents— after all, this is the “Horse Capital of the World." Get a feel for the 
homegrown talent with a visit to The Thoroughbred Center, where on any given day 
you can see horses training, or at the the Kentucky Horse Park, which draws 
a million visitors a year and often houses up to 50 different breeds in one place. 

CUISINE WITH SPIRIT 

Southern warmth and hospitality is at the heart of the Lexington experience— and so, 
naturally, are good food and drink. Learn about the region’s most famous spirit along 
the Kentucky Bourbon Trail, which highlights distilleries like Woodford Reserve and 
Wild Turkey. Then sample local craft beers and regional wines at the restaurants around 
town, where noted chefs are busy creating a hot culinary scene. Like so much here, 
the eateries highlight the old and new— creating flavors that are signature Lexington. 

A CULTURED STORY 

Founded in 1775, Lexington’s story is as long as the country’s. Site of the first university 
west of the Alleghany Mountains, the city attracted noted statesmen, businessmen, 
and artists of the day, making it one of the most prominent towns in the “west.” 

Today, you can step back in time at the majestic homes of some of these favorite citizens, 
including Henry Clay’s 18-room Ashland Estate, and the Mary Todd Lincoln House, which 
has the distinction of being the first house museum in America to honor a First Lady. 
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VISITLEX 


Start planning your Lexington adventure with the Virtuai Lexington Visitor Guide 
at VisitLEX.com/about/visitor-guide/oniine/ 
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IN OCTOBER, 
JOIN FANS AT 
KEENELAND 
RACECOURSE 
AS LEXINGTON 
HOSTS THE 
BREEDERS' 
CUP WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
FOR THE FIRST 
TIME. 


More than 400 horse farms 
and dozens of state-of-the-art 
equine care and training 
facilities dot the stunning 
areas outside of Lexington, 
where the limestone-infused 
waters, nourishing blue- 
grasses, and mineral-rich soil 
help raise strong horses. 

Lexington was the first place 
outside of Europe to host the 
World Equestrian Games, and 
in 2015, it will play host to 
The Breeders' Cup — the first 
time this prestigious event 
has been held in the heart 
of the breeding industry. 
The October event will be held 
at Keeneland Race Course, 
considered one of the most 
beautiful tracks in the world. 


Trip Doctor 


Deals 


u 


o 

u 


A Deluxe room at the Citizen Hotel, in Sacramento. 


facials for two. Cost $1,066 
($533 per night), double, April 1- 
May 31. Savings 30 percent. 

FOOD & DRINK 

CALIFORNIA Bed & Brew 
from Sacramento’s Citizen Hotel 
(jdvhotels.com), a Renaissance 
Revival building refinished with 
contemporary interiors. Stay 
Two nights in a Deluxe room. 
Bonus A visit to the tasting 
room at Ruhstaller, one of central 
California’s first craft-beer 
makers. Cost From $278 ($139 
per night), double, April 1- 
May 31. Savings 30 percent. 

O CHINA Eth nic Yunnan from 
Linden Commons (linden-centre, 
com), a rural resort dedicated 
to cultural preservation with 
15 feng shui-inspired rooms. 
Stay Five nights in a Superior 
room. Bonus Learn the basics 
of traditional Yunnanese cuisine 
at the on-site cooking school. 
Cost $1,223 ($245 per night), 
double, through December 31. 
Savings 30 percent. 

O PERU Relaxation & 
Rejuvenation from Kichic Beach 
Boutique Hotel (kichic.com), nine 
rooms and suites with outdoor 
showers and gauzy canopy beds, 
on Peru’s tranquil northern coast. 
Stay Five nights in a Beachfront 
room. Bonus Learn to make 
local dishes such as ceviche and 
causa during a cooking class 
with the hotel’s executive chef. 
Cost $1,130 ($226 per night), 
double, April 1-June 30. 

Savings From 44 percent. 

CULTURE 

ISTANBUL Truly Ottoman from 
Pera Palace (jumeirah.cam), an 
1892 landmark in Beyoglu with 
vivid, regal interiors. Stay Four 
nights in a Deluxe Golden Horn 
room. Bonus A private city tour, 
with stops at Istanbul’s famous 
spice market and the Cagaloglu 
Hammam. Cost $1,726 
($432 per night), double, through 
May 31. Savings 33 percent. 


O MYANMAR Wonders of 
Inie from Sanctum Inie Resort 
(sanctum-inle-resort.com), a 
cloistered lakeside haven with 96 
timber-floored rooms. Stay 
Three nights in a Provost Garden 
View villa. Bonus A full-day tour 
of Kakku, a site with 2,500-plus 
centuries-old temples. Cost 
$1,462 ($487 per night), double, 
April 1-September 30. Savings 
30 percent. 

SICILY Suite Escapade 
from San Domenico Palace 
(san-domenico-palace.com), a 
converted monastery with 
views of Mount Etna. Stay Four 
nights in a junior suite. Bonus 
Two tickets to the Teatro Greco, 
which dates back to the 
seventh century B.C. Cost 
From $2,018 ($505 per night), 
double, April 1-May 31. 

Savings From 38 percent. 

SOUTHEAST ASIA Sailing the 
Mekong from Tom Harper River 
Journeys (tomharper.com), known 
for its culturally immersive 


cruises. Stay Fifteen nights in 
a Superior or Vista suite on the 
Mekong Navigator, sailing 
through Cambodia and Vietnam. 
Bonus A tour of Phnom Penh 
by rickshaw. Cost From $3,079 
($205 per night) per person, 
all-inclusive; book by May 31. 
Savings 30 percent. 

ADVENTURE 

COSTA RICA Far-Flung 
Family Adventure from Wildland 
Adventures (wildland.com), 
a Seattle-based outfitter that 
curates off-the-beaten-track 
excursions. Stay Eight nights 
in high-end lodges and haciendas. 
Bonus Spot three-toed 
sloths and toucans on a guided 
hike through Tortuguero 
National Park. Cost $2,799 
($350 per night) per person, 
including meals; book by 
May 31. Savings 30 percent. 

ECUADOR Galapagos Multisport 
from Latin America specialist 
Adventure Life (adventure-life. 


com). Stay Eight nights in 
boutique hotels, plus daily 
outdoor adventures. Bonus 
Snorkeling and kayaking in 
Darwin Bay. Cost $2,797 ($350 
per night) per person, including 
select meals; book by May 31. 
Savings 30 percent. 

UGANDA Great Apes from 
Journeys Discovering Africa 
(journeysdiscoveringafrica.com), 
an East Africa-focused safari 
operator. Stay Six nights at 
luxe lodges and hotels in Kibale, 
Bwindi, and Entebbe. Bonus 
Track chimpanzees in Kibale 
National Park. Cost $5,497 
($916 per night) per person, 
all-inclusive; book by May 31. 
Savings 30 percent. 

SEASIDE 

CROATIA Adriatic Escape 
from Kempinski Hotel Adriatic 
(kempinski.com), a 186-room 
retreat on the Istrian peninsula. 
Stay Two nights in a Deluxe 
room. Bonus A Croatian 
wine tasting with the property’s 
sommelier. Cost From 
$318 ($159 per night), double, 
August 30-November 15. 
Savings 37 percent. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Experience New England from 
the Marblehead Inn (marblehead 
inn.com), a reimagined Victorian 
estate in a historic coastal 
town. Stay Three nights in 
an Executive suite. Bonus 
Whale-watching off the 
coast of nearby Gloucester. 
Cost $595 ($198 per night), 
double, April 1-May 15. 
Savings From 36 percent. 

SEATTLE Stay on the Edge 
from the Edgewater Hotel 
(edgewaterhotel.com), built onto 
the edge of a pier for prime 
views of Elliott Bay. Stay Two 
nights in a Waterside room. 
Bonus Dinner for two at the 
hotel’s Six Seven restaurant. 
Cost From $599 ($300 per 
night), double; book by May 31. 
Savings 30 percent. + 
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Whether it's a day on the beach, an evening at the theater, 
or the best seafood you've ever tasted, the memories you make 
last longer on Prince Edward Island. It's an Island filled with 
fun and unique adventures. No matter what experience you're 
searching for, it's easy to find when you add a little island. 

Start planning your PEI getaway today at 

PrinceEdwardlsland.com | 1.877.445.4749 



CANADA 


Air Canada offers award-winning service and the most flights to Charlottetown, all year long with daily departures 
via Toronto, Montreal, and Halifax, and this summer via Ottawa. Book now at aircanada.com/PEI 


AIR CANADA ® 




Five of-the-moment cities that ere charting 
their own course in fashion and design. 


Share your favorite 
shopping destinations during 
our Twitter chat on Tuesday, 
April 7 , at 2 p.m. EDT. 
Follow (i>travlandleisure 
and #TL_Chat. 


Morgan Wendelborn and 
Vanessa Traina Snow, 
cofounders of the Apartment 
by the Line, a lifestyle 
boutique in New York City. 
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New York City 

In a city that prizes insider shopping secrets, these under-the-radar 


design boutiques are the latest hush-hush addresses. 


THE APARTMENT BY THE LINE 

when the Apartment debuted as the brick-and-mortar 
flagship of e -commerce website the Line, the moniker wasn’t 
just for effect: the space is a converted third-floor SoHo 
loft, accessible via a tiny elevator. Inside, items are displayed 
just as you’d use them: A soft Icelandic sheepskin throw is 
draped casually over a Hans Wegner sofa in the living room. 
Grown Alchemist hand soap sits by the industrial sink in 
the kitchen. The closet (enviably large, by New York standards) 
is filled with clothing for purchase, like Proenza Schouler 
separates and Repetto flats. “It was really important to us to 
show how the items live, to put everything in context,” 
explains Vanessa Traina Snow, the store’s cofounder and a 
stylist who works with Balenciaga and Altuzarra. “The store 
is the physical manifestation of the website.” The range of 
items is vast (from Cartier-Bresson photographs to Albertus 
Swanepoel hats), but the selection is precise, with a clean, 
minimalist sensibility throughout. “Coming here is about 
the luxury of an edit,” says Morgan Wendelborn, the store’s 
other founder and former style director of online fashion 
retailer Shopbop. “We pick things because they’re the best 
item in their category, and because we know that they will 
last.” 76 Greene St, third floor; theline.com. — rachel feeder 
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POINTSAND MORE POINTS. 
THAT’S THE POINT. 



With the JetBlue Card from American Express, earn up to 
8 TrueBLue® points per dollar on eligible purchases of JetBlue 
flights and Getaways vacation packages on jetblue.com — 
that’s 2 TrueBlue points per dollar spent on the Card in 
addition to the 6TrueBlue points you get directly from JetBlue.* 

To learn more, visit americanexpress.com/jetblue 




*TrueBlue points from JetBlue: You wiLL earn 3 TrueBLue points per doLLar spent on the base fare of your individual JetBlue flight, plus 3 bonus points 
per dollar for flights booked on jetblue.com, for a total of 6 points per eligible dollar spent. Points are earned on the base fare of the flight only. You will 
earn six (6) TrueBlue points per dollar spent on your individual per-person portion of a JetBlue Getaways vacation package booked at jetblue.com or at 
1800-JETBLUE. Points are earned on the base price (air + hotel) of the package and on the base price of any car rental and activities purchased at the time 
of booking. Points will not be earned for flights or Getaways on government taxes/fees or other fees or charges (e.g., travel insurance, change/cancel 
fees, activities added after booking, airport transfers, etc.). 

TrueBlue points from American Express: You will earn 1 TrueBlue point per dollar spent on eligible purchases using your JetBlue Card. You will earn 
1 additional TrueBlue point (for a total of 2 TrueBlue points) per dollar spent on eligible purchases charged directly with JetBlue using your JetBlue Card. 
Every TrueBlue point earned will be transferred to JetBlue as 1 TrueBlue point. All TrueBlue points are subject to the TrueBlue Terms and Conditions: 
see www.jetblue.com/trueblueterms. Eligible purchases means purchases for goods and services minus returns and other credits. Eligible purchases 
do NGT include fees or interest charges, balance transfers, cash advances, purchases of travelers checks, purchases or reloading of prepaid cards, or 
purchases of other cash equivalents. Merchants are assigned codes based on what they primarily sell. A purchase will not earn bonus TrueBlue points 
if the merchant's code is not eligible. Purchases made through a third-party payment account or on an online marketplace (with multiple retailers) will 
not earn bonus TrueBlue points. A purchase may not earn bonus TrueBlue points if the merchant submits the purchase using a mobile or wireless card 
reader or if you use a mobile or digital wallet. ©2015 American Express Bank, FSB. All rights reserved. 
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CHAMBER 


This upstart design shop, nestled under the High 
Line in Chelsea, could be mistaken for a gallery. 
There is artwork (like paintings by Jakob Smits 
in glossy, colorful frames) as well as stylish 
utilitarian items like ornate jacquard pillows 
from Maharam and rainbow-hued tea towels 
produced by the Dutch Textile Museum. Most 
of the objects are limited-edition, chosen by 
a rotating curator (currently the European design 
duo Studio Job). The store also has a noteworthy 
provenance: its creator, Juan Garcia Mosqueda, 
worked at the famed (now-shuttered) SoHo store 
Moss. 515 W. 23rd St; chambernyc.com. 




WHISPER EDITIONS 

A recently opened concept store in the surprisingly 
cool-again South Street Seaport, Whisper Editions is 
housed in an airy duplex space that is filled with 
landscape photographs by Chris Burkard, furniture by Fern 
Handcrafted, and impulse-purchase-priced items like 
Lina Noel bronze and brass jewelry. The overall feel is more 
rural lodge than urban boutique, and most things are 
locally made, including painted clay birdhouses by 
Brooklynite Michele Quan. 8 Fulton St; whispereditions.com. 




KRB 

Though it’s set on a tony block on 
the Upper East Side, this new 
boutique is the antithesis of the 
uptown antiques store. The 
vibe is decidedly relaxed, and the 
store’s founder, former design 
magazine editor Kate Rheinstein 
Brodsky, has an eye for sourcing 
a high-low mix of furniture, 
art, and tabletop items. Pieces 
like a $10,500 Maison Jansen- 
esque dining table sit alongside 
affordable house gifts, like 
1960s-inspired lacquered ice 
buckets. 155V2 E. 79th St; 
krbnyc.com. 



Atelier Courbet 

This 18-month-old boutique 
seems like it has been around 
forever but was only recently 
rediscovered now that heritage 
brands are in vogue. Some of 
the centuries-old companies it 
showcases are well known 
(like Puiforcat, Saint-Louis, and 
Hermes, whose vivid home 
accessories the store carries); 
others less so, including 
Asahiyaki, which has been in 
the porcelain business since 
the 1600s. Even the space has 
history: Brewster & Co., a 
top manufacturer of horse-drawn 
carriages, was based there 
200 years ago. 175/177 Mott St; 
ateliercourbet.com. 
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Our inspiration is quite transparent. 

When you see it firsthand, you'll immediately know why Enchantment 
owes its design aesthetic to the grandeur that is Boynton Canyon. 

Breathtaking red rock formations blend seamlessly with Enchantment's 
architecture to create a world-class resort unlike any other. Whether 
you're here to unwind or explore, you'll be inspired beyond words. 


See what makes Enchantment an experience 
of extraordinary proportions. 


ENCHANTMENT 
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Los Angeles 

Luxury specialty stores are setting a new standard in the city 
that pioneered laid-back style: dressed-up equals cool. 





THE ELDER 
STATESMAN 

Designer Greg Chait is 
putting a California spin 
on cashmere, making it 
playful, casual, and light. 
After winning the 2012 
CFDA/Vogue Fashion Fund, 
Chait set up his own factory 
and an atelier in a copper- 
roofed renovated house in 
West Hollywood, imagined 
by in-demand local design 
firm Commune. Young 
starlets (Zoe Saldana, Emma 
Stone) flock to the 
minimalist, bungalow-style 
space— which features a 
succulents garden and views 
of the Pacific Design 
Center— for the label’s 
ultrasoft, hand-spun updates 
of crew sweaters, striped 
Baja beach pullovers, and 
printed silk-cashmere 
T-shirts. The bespectacled 
Chait also sells his own 
collections of eyewear, 
jewelry, and kids’ clothing, 
which appear alongside 
books, records, and objets 
d’art handpicked by the 
designer. 607 Huntley Dr., 
West Hollywood; 
elder-statesman.com. 

—DAVID A. KEEPS 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: DAVID Z AN Z I N G E R/ 1 M AG EB R I E F.C 0 M ; CONSTANTINE S AVV I D ES/I M AG E B Rl EF.CO M ; COURTESY OF IRENE NEUWIRTH 





IRENE NEUWIRTH 

Topiary flamingos flank the entrance to the fine 
jeweler’s new flagship, which is presided over by 
Teddy, her labradoodle, and patronized by Hollywood 
stars like Jennifer Lawrence. “Jewelry stores are 
usually so stuffy. I wanted mine to feel more like a 
home,” says Neuwirth, whose work includes 
brushed rose-gold cuffs and elaborate necklaces in 
opal and green chrysoprase. Pamela Shamshiri 
of Commune reimagined the interior as a glamorous 
jewel box of marble, white lacquer, and brass, 
complete with a library and working kitchen for 
entertaining clients. Neuwirth has created 250 
one-of-a-kind designs for the store— some cleverly 
displayed in a jungle diorama of leather, suede, 
and velvet birds and butterflies. 8458 Melrose Place, 
West Hollywood; ireneneuwirth.com. 



Nick Fouquet 

The go-to milliner for Pharrell 
and Madonna has relocated 
to a larger space in Venice — the 
better to showcase his high- 
crowned, wide-brimmed designs. 
On display are beaver-fur felt 
pieces finished with applications 
of dirt, paint, even flames. You’ll 
have to wait up to three months 
for a tailored straw fedora or a 
rugged cowboy hat; prices start 
at $750. 853 Lincoln Blvd., 

Venice; nickfouquet.com. 


UEclaireur 

The high-fashion retailer that first 
introduced Paris to brands like 
Prada and Maison Martin Margiela 
is finally landing stateside in 
May. European luxury houses and 
Asian futurists will be housed 
next to Vincenzo De Cotiis 
furniture and Piero Fornasetti 
home decor. In line with the 
store’s reputation for exclusivity, 
nearly half of the merchandise 
will likely remain hidden in the 
back. Corner of North Robertson 
Blvd. and Dorrington Ave., 

West Hollywood; leclaireur.com. 


JUST ONE EYE 

In the Art Deco building 
where Howard Hughes once 
worked as a movie producer, 
former retail fashion director 
Paola Russo has set up an 
ultra-hip concept store that 
caters to the entertainment 
elite. She has a knack 
for putting together one-off 
collaborations, like a 
12-piece collection of 
$55,000 alligator backpacks 
by Damien Hirst for the Row. 
Women’s wear ranges from 
classic Valentino dresses to 
provocative Fleur du Mai 
lingerie and bangles 
by Sidney Garber. Men will 
find an equally fashionable 
selection, including spiked 
sneakers by Christian 
Louboutin. 7000 Romaine St, 
Los Angeles; justoneeye.com. 
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New Orleans 

Innovative designers — with the help of some boldfaced names — 
are turning the Big Easy into a surprising new style hub. 



EXODUS GOODS 

Solange Knowles recently moved 
here from Brooklyn, and became 
the creative director of this boutique 
owned by her friends Lizzy and 
Darlene Okpo and Armina Mussa. 
Situated on a breezy side street in 
the French Quarter, Exodus Goods 
feels like a secret you want to tell 
everyone. With its mix of global and 
New Orleans-based designers, the 
store reflects the women’s modern, 
idiosyncratic style. Banana-leaf- 
printed jumpsuits by Australian 
brand Cameo the Label and neon- 
tipped Brother Vellies desert boots 
from Africa stand out against 
the chipped walls and cement floors. 
Local goods include Dvra pouches, 
silk-screened with a pineapple 
design, and a vetiver-based perfume 
oil by Smoke. Since the collections 
are small, there is little chance you’ll 
see someone wearing the same 
thing— unless you happen to bump 
into Solange and her crew out in the 
Quarter. 5/S Conti St; exodusgoods.us. 

— SARA RUFFIN COSTELLO 



Holt McCall 

Tippi Clark is earning raves from 
locals w/ith her new denim line of 
upcycled embroidered jackets, 
perfectly flattering jeans, and 
1970s-esque overalls. Find 
them at her other start-up. 

Little Flea NOLA, a Low/er 
Garden District market held 
every second Saturday of the 
month. 1173 Magazine St; 
haltmccall.cam. 



KREWE DU OPTIC 

Last November, Stirling Barrett opened a studio for 
his vintage-inspired eyewear brand, where he 
does fittings by appointment. The lightweight glasses 
come in a kaleidoscope of colors (eggplant, avocado, 
champagne) and are made of high-tech acetate 
that molds to your face so there’s never slippage. 
800 Camman St, kreweduaptic.cam. 







Julie Neill Designs 

Decorators from New York and 
L.A. flock to Julie Neill for her 
ornate chandeliers and sconces 
finished in bronze, silver, and 
brass. But you don’t need to be 
an industry pro to buy ready- 
made pieces or put in a custom 
order at her showroom. You 
can also see Neill’s fixtures in 
a local institution: her birdcage 
lanterns light up the bar 
at the refurbished Brennan’s 
restaurant. 3908 Magazine St; 
julieneill.cam. 



Luca Falcone 

Inspired by his European travels, 
Louisiana native Joe Rotolo 
rolled his life savings into a 
men’s bespoke-suiting business. 
With its leather chairs and 
boldly striped walls, Rotolo's 
tiny Magazine Street atelier 
packs a lot of style into a small 
space — and his designs are 
equally economical. You can 
walk out with a suit made with 
Italian fabric for less than $700. 
2049 Magazine St; Ifsuits.cam. 
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Houston 

The city is shedding its conservative image with a host of 
independent boutiques that are bringing newfound chic to H-town. 


Myth 8i Symbol 

This Rice Viiiage store, the 
brainchiid of sisters Trang and 
Chau Nguyen, carries a mix of 
emerging fashion, accessories, 
and home-decor iines. Look 
for feminine day dresses 
by Rachei Comey and Ace & Jig, 
scuipturai neckiaces from the 
Things We Keep, and brass trays 
by Japanese brand Futagami. 
The store aiso hoids workshops 
on topics iike ieather tooiing 
and biock printing. 2537 Times 
Blvd.; mythandsymbol.com. 



Saint Cloud 

A honeycomb-shaped iight 
instaiiation hangs over this 
minimaiist home and accessories 
store, where co-owners Jessica 
Rodriguez and Ceciiia Marquez 
dispiay their giobai finds 
(hand-embroidered piiiows from 
Oaxaca, Mexico, and kiiims from 
Morocco) aiongside Houston- 
made wares iike abstract-print 
scarves by Manoosh. 5217 Kelvin 
Dr.; shopsaintcloud.com. 




LABORATORIA 


Tatiana Massey, a Russian-born former model who 
moved to Houston more than a decade ago, is on the 
vanguard of the city’s style evolution. Her three-year- 
old River Oaks boutique, Laboratoria, carries 
designers not often found outside the coasts— 
Rodebjer, Thakoon Addition, Simone Rocha, and 
Emilia Wickstead— and artfully displays their 
pieces in her gallery-like space. Massey describes her 
range of labels as “what you need to know about 
street style right now.” On the walls she hangs works 
by Texas artists— everything from a watercolor by 
Kermit Oliver to paintings by the late Bert Long. Some 
are for sale, while others are part of her personal 
collection. 2S05 Westheimer Rd.; laboratoria-shop.com. 

—KATE ALLEN STUKENBERG 



Sid & Ann Mashbum 

The first Texas outpost of this 
cult Atlanta lifestyle shop 
artfully blends traditional wares 
and trend-driven merchandise. 
On the men’s side, Levi’s 
and Barbour jackets share space 
with more rarefied offerings 
like Sartorio blazers and Pro-Ject 
turntables. Another highlight: 
Sid’s namesake collection of 
tailored suits, colorful trousers, 
silk knit ties, and small leather 
goods. Women will find 
lizard cuff bracelets, leather 
bucket bags, and perfectly 
cut, crisp-white oxford shirts. 
2515 River Oaks Blvd.; 
sidmashburn.cam. 



SLOAN/HALL 

This is where the ladies 
who lunch come for 
pieces by Iris van Herpen 
and Fausto Puglisi. But 
it’s not all about fashion: 

Marcus Sloan and 
Shannon Hall also stock 
niche perfumes from 
Jouany, coffee-table 
books by Taschen, 
and antiques like 
a 16th-century Italian 
chest with inlaid ivory. 
2620 Westheimer Rd.; 
slaanhall.cam. 
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Canada 




St. John’s 


Inspiring boxes of crayons since 1497. 



Even now, after 500 years, the colours have yet to fade. If anything, they’ve gotten brighter. 
They don’t just live on multicoloured houses - they’re in the stories we tell and the songs we 
sing. They’re hidden in every wink and smile. And we wouldn’t have it any other way. Because 
in a world oddly bent on conformity, there’s something strangely encouraging about a place 
that’s anything but. To find your way to this edge of Canada, call Maggie at 1-800-5G3-G353 
or visit NewfoundlandLabrador.com 

NewfoundlandLabrador.com/WelcomeToAtlanticCanada 




Ne«i]piHidldnd 

Labrador 


AIR CANADA ^ 


SAVE ON AIR CANADA FLIGHTS. E xperience award-winning service to Newfoundiand and Labrador aboard 
Air Canada- voted Best Airiine in North America five years in a row by Skytrax. Find our iowest fares at aircanada.com/NL 
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Portland 

The city of heritage workwear and handloomed 
blankets ups the ante on artisanal wares. 



MILK MILK 
LEMONADE 

Olo Fragrance shows up in 
boutiques from Denver to 
Helsinki, but you’ll get the best 
selection at the brand’s loftlike 
flagship, on a quiet stretch of 
Southeast Belmont Street. 
Founder Heather Sielaff takes 
inspiration from the Pacific 
Northwest when creating her 
scents: the Erastus perfume 
is redolent of tobacco and wood, 
while Wyeth has notes of pine 
resin and moss. As you might 
expect, it’s all blended on site. 

You can also shop for delicate 
gold and silver jewelry from lines 
like Dream Collective and 
expertly curated Japanese finds, 
including Binchotan charcoal 
facial puffs and tea bags for the 
bath. 1407 S.E. Belmont St; 
milkmilklemonade.virb.com. 

—KATHRYN O’SHEA-EVANS 



Beam & Anchor 

This 6,750-square-foot industrial 
space offers a quirky assortment 
of items: Tom Dixon candles, 
soap made of French clay by 
Midnight Collective, and Bee 
Local buck\A/heat-blossom honey. 
Worth shipping home are the 
Navajo rugs and Fames chairs 
reupholstered in fabric from 
Oregon’s Pendleton Woolen Mills. 
2710 N. Interstate Ave.; 
beamandanchor.com. 


HAND-EYE SUPPLY 

The sole retail store from cult-favorite design blog 
Core77, Hand-Eye Supply is the place to buy 
work clothes and tools from around the globe. Pick up 
heavyweight men’s jeans by Canada’s Paulrose, 
fountain pens from Germany’s Kaweco, and felling axes 
by Sweden’s Gransfors Bruk. 427 N.W. Broadway; 
hondeyesupply.com. 



Will Leather Goods 

The newest location from this 
Eugene, Oregon-based outfitter 
known for its satchels is set in 
a century-old house in upscale 
Nob Hill. The cellar-level 
store-within-a-store. Found, 
sells Indian kontho-quilt totes 
and vintage belts. 816 N.W. 23rd 
Ave.; willleathergoods.com. 



MadeHere PDX 

At this Pearl District shop, 
everything is produced locally, 
including teak sunglasses from 
Shwood, screen-printed R.E.M. 
posters by Crash America, and 
guitars by Pledger. 40 N.W. 10th 
Ave.; madeherepdx.com. 
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A ONE-OF-A-KIND CLUB DEVOTED TO HELPING FAMILIES 
PLAN ADVENTURES WITH INSPIRING IDEAS AT BIG SAVINGS: 
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SPECIAL RATES 

A FAMILY CONCIERGE 

SAVINGS 

VIP SHOPPING 

on hotels, resorts, cruises. 

to help 24 hours a day. 

on movies, museums, ; 

offers and savings 

tours, and more. 

7 days a week. 

theme parks, zoos and more. : 

at top retailers. 


Visit tlfamilyclub.com/specialoffer 

to take advantage of this exclusive membership offer. 
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This offer is for new members only. First month free. Subsequent months billed at rate in effect. 
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FLIP THE SWITCH 
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mtnGLO '^TENT LIGHTING TECHNOLOGY. 
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In the picturesque valleys outside 

Vienna, Austria — a land of pristine 
villages and renowned Rieslings and 

Gruners — the next generation of winemakers 
is bringing the Old World into the future. 



BY BRUCE SCHOENFELD 

PHOTOGRAPHED BY CHRISTIAN KERBER 
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CheeseV pickles, deer sausage, and 
fresh horseradish at Pulker’s 
Heuriger, a casual restaurant in 
Riihrsdorf. Opposite: The town - 
of Weissenkirchen, in the Wachauj 


was sitting in an ornate dining room eating 
a breakfast out of the Hapsburg Empire: 
cheeses, meats, smoked fish, black bread 
with apricot jam— not a cereal bowl in sight. 
Chandeliers hung from the ceiling. Framed 
landscapes adorned the walls. Outside, the 
Danube flashed in the morning sun. 

Schloss Diirnstein was built in 1630 and 
is now a Relais & Chateaux property. Like the 
rest of the Wachau region— a rural, 120-square- 
mile area that begins some 50 miles west of 
Vienna— the castle and the surrounding village 
of Diirnstein look like they belong in the 
middle of the last millennium. With 47 rooms, 
Schloss Diirnstein is the largest, most luxurious hotel 
in a valley of small inns and guesthouses set along narrow 
streets that slope up from the river. 

Otti, a server who has been working at the hotel for 
nearly four decades, appeared holding a slim stack 
of newspapers. “Is that today’s International New York 
Times!” I asked, having recognized the typeface from 
across the room. 

She confirmed that it was, gently putting a copy on 
my table. I glanced at the date. “But this is from yesterday,” 

I said. 

“For us,” she replied, “today is yesterday.” 

The day before. I’d accompanied Toni Bodenstein 
through the neighboring village of Weissenkirchen, 
where he is the Burgermeister (mayor) and owner 
of the renowned Prager winery. Bodenstein recently 
supervised the installation of the handsome new 
Wachau Museum in a 16th-century castle. He 
showed me historical paintings of Weissenkirchen, 
then pointed out the same houses when we walked 
around the town. “If you take a photo today 
and compare, things look the same,” he explained. 

“Nothing has changed.” 

Indeed, the Wachau can seem stuck in the past. 

The valley was designated a unesco World Heritage 
site in 2000, and it, along with the nearby Kamptal 
and Kremstal, has been famous since the 1950s for 
producing some of the world’s most compelling 
white wines— dry, refreshing Rieslings that are as 
focused and precise as the trim on the shutters of 
the area’s painstakingly maintained buildings. 

Along the banks of the Danube, in the villages 
of Spitz and Joching, those gorgeous old buildings 
are kept freshly painted in pastel ice-cream colors, 
the churches’ artichoke domes still perfectly intact. 

Today’s winemakers, chefs, and hoteliers are 
dedicated to preserving the old-world feel of the 


valley. But they also understand the need to discreetly 
modernize. The soaring popularity of Griiner Veltliner, 
now the country’s signature grape, and a renewed interest 
in Austrian food (signaled by the success of stateside 
restaurants like Wallse, in New York City, and Griiner, in 
Portland, Oregon) have shone a new light on the region and 
its traditions and given people a fresh reason to visit. 

So these days, while the swallows still nest in the Schloss 
Diirnstein lobby, the hotel also has Wi-Fi and Thai yoga 
therapy, thanks to Christian Thiery, the 39-year-old 
son of the owners. “We update year by year, piece by piece,” 
he said. “If everyone did it all at once, the region would 
be destroyed.” 

The philosophy is the same at Landhaus Bacher, in 
Mautern an der Donau, where Lisl Wagner-Bacher has run 
one of Austria’s most famous kitchens for three decades. 
Four years ago, her son-in-law Thomas Dorfer took control 
and revamped the restaurant’s recipes. “The Wachau is 
slow-moving,” Dorfer admitted. “But to stay at this level, 
you have to keep reinventing what you do, even if it’s subtle.” 

Landhaus Bacher still serves food that is unreservedly 
Austrian. For dinner, I had a terrine of duck liver with 
rhubarb jelly and a salad from the garden, followed by local 
pike perch in parsley sauce: classic dishes that Emperor 
Franz Josef would have recognized. The cuisine was airy, 
refreshing, and intensely local. “We’re in wine country, not 
in a big city like Vienna,” Dorfer reminded me. “We want 
you to take your time, and forget life around you.” 

Another evening I visited Nikolaihof, a winery, restaurant, 
and inn just a few streets away. In 1971, it became one of the 
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KAUFKAUS D 


A traditional procession during the 
feast of Corpus Christi in the village 
of Joching. Opposite: Vineyards 
at F.X. Pichler, a winery in Durnstein. 



















Clockwise from left: Gottweig 
Abbey, a monastery near Krems; 
Bernd Pulker at his namesake 
restaurant; Lucas Pichler 
outside his winery. Opposite: 
Loisium Langenlois, a hotel with 
a contemporary design. 




first producers to embrace biodynamic viticulture. This process 
involves organic agricultural practices, like growing grapes 
without chemical treatments, but also more mystical ones, 
among them burying a manure-stuffed cow’s horn in the soil. 
Nikolaihof’s wines have always been formidable, but 35-year-old 
Nikolaus Saahs Jr., the older of the owners’ two sons, has lifted 
them even higher. One Riesling was the first Austrian bottling 
to earn 100 points from Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate. 

The property itself is arranged around a Celtic holy site, and 
the main building was mentioned in the Nibelungenlied, the 
medieval German epic. A deconsecrated 14th-century church has 
been converted into offices for the family, who live nearby. 

In the basement is the largest wooden grape press in the world, 
still used once a year to make a special cuvee. 

I sat down for dinner under a majestic linden tree, and fell into 
conversation with Nikolaus Jr. and his brother, Martin. Their 
friends arrived, in from Vienna for the night. Before I could 
order, we all piled into a car and headed to the family’s terraced 
vineyard, perched above the Danube, where they’ve built a small 
wooden hut. Martin ducked inside and emerged with seven 
bottles, dark bread, and a plate of hams and cheeses. Girlfriends, 
daughters, and various in-laws joined our group. 

We drank crisp Griiner Veltliners and a Klausberg Riesling, 
made from grapes grown where we were standing, that tasted 
of pear and orange peel. I could see the evening settling over the 
streets of Stein and the lights from the outskirts of Mautern. 

This impromptu gathering was such a simple yet delightful 
way to spend a few hours, I couldn’t imagine why anyone would 
do anything else. “This is nightlife here,” Martin said. “We go 
to a beautiful spot, we eat and drink some wine, and make a party.” 
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he Wachau’s traditional feel is even more striking when 
set against Langenlois, some 10 miles north in the 
Kamptal. Though it has its share of historic churches 
and homes, many of its buildings are surprising, witty, and 
just plain cool. Acute-angled terraces jut from glass-and- 
steel cubes. Undulating roofs and diagonal lines impose 
themselves on the landscape. Works of art line a s'A-mile 
public path that threads through world-renowned vineyards. 
It includes sculptures of a giant earthworm, a pair of 
scissors, and steel grapes designed to oxidize and streak 
with each rainfall. 

Some of the area’s wineries and hotels also revel in 
this contemporary aesthetic. The starkly geometric Weingut 
Loimer, set on the site of a former World War II airplane 
factory, consists of four blackboxes scattered across the 
vineyard like giant pieces of stereo equipment. Loisium 
Langenlois, where I stayed, looked like it was constructed 
out of Lego blocks by a creative nine-year-old. Fifteen of its 
rooms are sponsored by wineries, which buy the right to 
stock the mini-bar with their bottlings. Mine was filled with 
Riesling and Griiner Veltliner from Briindlmayer, one of 
my favorite producers. 

That night, I dined with the owner, Willi Briindlmayer, 
at his ambitious Heuriger, a type of local tavern found in and 
around Vienna that specializes in robust lunch fare and 
house-made wine. As we drank a fresh, young Griiner full 
of minerality and lime, and then a remarkable 2002 Riesling 
that had somehow gained intensity over the years, he 
explained the cultural geography at work. Unlike the Wachau, 


the Kamptal looks northward, toward Prague. In design and 
mind-set, the Slavic influence is palpable. “The Wachau is 
close by, but the countryside is wilder here,” Briindlmayer 
said. “There’s more sense of risk and adventure.” 

That’s also true in terms of viticulture. The region grows 
Griiner Veltliner and Riesling, but also Cabernet Franc, 
Chardonnay, and Neuburger— 35 grape varieties in all. 
Briindlmayer, whose wife is French, even produces credible 
sparkling wine to satisfy her love of champagne. It was 
one of the many small choices the town and its residents 
made with no direct correlation to commerce. Rather, their 
decisions were aesthetic, emotional, even whimsical. 

Krems an der Donau, a university town of some 24,000 
people and the center of the Kremstal region, serves as 
a middle ground between the more traditional Wachau and 
the forward-thinking Kamptal. It’s just seven miles down 
the highway from Langenlois. Its young, progressive outlook 
is an appealing contrast to the town’s breathtaking old 
buildings, imposing churches, and charming storefronts. 

I had planned to spend all day exploring it. But what had 
been only mist in Langenlois became a downpour in 
Krems, so I drove across the river toward the nearby town 
of Riihrsdorf until I saw Pulker’s Heuriger, an informal 
roadhouse run by Bernd Pulker, a former server at 
Landhaus Bacher. 

Back home in the States, I’d have dismissed this spot as a 
biker bar. It had a row of deer skulls along one wall, a tired 
Christmas wreath, and empty wine bottles everywhere. Yet 
there wasn’t a biker in sight. Instead, (Continued on page 135) 







Can an enigmatic Argentine, a 
pantl^eon of starchitects, a Hollywood 
director, and $1 billion cement 
Miami as the culturati's ultimate 
playground? Alan Faena says yes. 


BY CARL SWANSON 
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The developer Alan 
Faena on the roof of 
a residential tower 
he’s building along 
Collins Avenue. 





On a perfect December day during the 
high-toned huhhuh of Art Basei Miami Beach, 


the Argentine developer Alan Faena was hosting a barbecue 
in the middle of a construction site for several dozen 
collectors, influencers, and international aesthetes in 
town for the fair. Sides of beef and pork were roasting 
on a giant wire rack over an open fire, and a band played 
nearby. The buffet line stood in the shadow of the i8-story 
condominium he’s building. Designed by Foster & Partners, 
its 47 apartments hover on thick, polished-concrete piers. 
Two gutted I940s-era hotels that Faena owns, the Saxony 
and the Versailles, bookend the site, which stretches from 
32nd Street to 36th Street on both sides of Collins Avenue. 
The facade of the empty Versailles was tattooed with the 
oversize graffiti tag of French nightclub impresario Andre 
Saraiva— a cartoon man with a big smile, one eye, and very 
long legs, like a junkie version of a McDonald’s Fry Guy. 
When Faena District Miami Beach is completed, in 2017, 
it will be home to three condominium buildings, two 
hotels— one renovated by filmmaker Baz Luhrmann and 
his production-designer wife, Catherine Martin— as well 
as shops, a garage, and the Faena Forum, a theater and arts 
center designed by Rem Koolhaas’s firm, OMA. 

But that was still a ways off. On this day, guests arrived 
along a gravel road lined with trailers, had their Rolls- 
Royces and Mercedes-Benzes valet-parked, and stepped 
out to face a peculiar golden clock, designed by Studio Job, 
that had two disembodied hands sticking out of its sides 
and was surmounted by a whale spouting white liquid 
with a crown resting on top. The guests didn’t take the time 
to decode its meaning before chowing down on barbecue 
served on Faena-branded plates at long tables set up on a 
deck built between the boardwalk and the temporary sales 
office, which Faena calls the “Collaboratory.” Inside, on a 
big flat-screen TV, a video about the project played on a 
loop. The screen blinked red: “Creating Utopias,” it read. 

“A story about Dreamers.. .about Rebels.. .about the Agents 
of Change....” A picture of white-clad Faena, strolling in 
a garden, faded in and out. 

Amid all this, Faena drifted among groups of attendees, 
smiling courteously, guided by his public-relations people. 
He looked a bit pensive with all the activity around him; 
he’s not instinctually gregarious, more in his head. Yet it’s 
always easy to spot Alan Faena in a crowd: just look for 
the white fedora. He always dresses entirely in white, and 
sometimes carries a cane. He seems to be costumed for 
a role he plays— romantic, mysterious, idealistic, and, 
as the hat indicates, always with the most high-flown of 
intentions. We exchanged a few words and set up a time 
to talk after the Art Basel hordes had left. 


Faena has come up from “the south,” as he puts it, to 
make his mark on the United States and to leave us better 
for it. Having transformed a disused docklands area 
in Buenos Aires into a widely admired New Urbanist 
showplace with a hotel, residences, and a well-regarded 
art center, he intends to make just as big a splash in North 
America. And he’s starting in one of the most competitive 
hospitality markets in the world, where every few 
months, it seems, another hotel raises the bar for luxury 
on the sand. This one will be its own $1 billion village, 
like an epic live-in movie set with 219 hotel rooms and 
118 condos spread across six city blocks. It’s already 
attracted the sort of people who can afford the 
unaffordable. Foster’s futuristic space fortress by the 
beach will reportedly be home to Goldman Sachs Group 
CEO Lloyd Blankfein, Apollo Global Management 
cofounder Leon Black (who is a MoMA trustee), and art 
dealer Larry Gagosian. Its $60 million penthouse is the 
most expensive private dwelling ever sold in Miami Beach. 

F aena and his backer, the Ukrainian- 
American financier Len Blavatnik, 
have spent $550 million accumulating 
the property, starting with the once- 
glamorous Saxony, built in 1948. (It had 
been slated to become a Cipriani hotel, 
but that deal fell apart.) Faena told 
the Financial Times, “This is about 
regeneration. We found these bits of 
land that were unloved.” But it’s also 
about competing in a kind of arms 
race in Miami to meet the perceived 
needs of a rarefied new class of global resort consumer, 
one who wants his luxury experience elevated by art 
and starchitecture. Oceana, a slick condo 60 or so blocks 
north on Collins, advertises the presence of “superlative 
sculptures from renowned artist Jeff Koons.” The 
developers of a condo called Muse hired Helidon Xhixha 
to create a custom sculpture for each buyer. And Julian 
Schnabel was conscripted to design the sales center for 
the 64-story Brickell Flatiron condo. 

But to Faena, this is not just another stack of luxury 
apartments. He sees it as a community, a place set apart, 
or aloft, from the everyday. The Forum is the conceptual 
heart of the complex, even if it was, that sunny afternoon, 
just an empty lot across the street. After the Forum 
opens late this year, the plan is to host a ballet, inspired 
by the Jonathan Safran Foer book Tree of Codes, and 



From top: A rendering of the completed Faena District 
Miami Beach, comprising nine separate structures; the Forum, 
an art space designed by Rem Koolhaas’s firm, OMA. 


created by the British choreographer Wayne McGregor, in 
collaboration with the artist Olafur Eliasson and Jamie xx 
of the band the xx. 

As Faena wrote in a hardcover book produced to 
promote the project: “The interconnection between 
humanity and nature embodies our holistic southern 
vision.” He intends for the development to “bring a new 
point of view of doing things or feeling things.... This 
installation is a perfect balance between art, architecture, 
nature, and technology, and has been conceived to enhance 
people’s lives.” To those who can afford it, and have a taste 
for it, it certainly will, even if the rhetoric can get a bit thick. 

Arguably, what makes the Faena development possible 
is Art Basel Miami Beach, which in 2002 began to transform 
this flashy but somewhat empty-headed resort town into 
a gathering place for the art-obsessed super-rich. Philip 
Levine, the mayor of Miami Beach, underscored the point 
for me over coffee at his 1930s house on a gated island: 
“What Art Basel’s created, and what it brought to us, and 
the tentacles of Basel, has only reinforced the importance 
of the arts in our community. Having these people come to 
Miami Beach with a lot of their huge collections....” 


The new people, said Silvia Karman Gubina, the 
director of Miami Beach’s Bass Museum of Art, are “very 
global. They’re not only Latin American anymore. There’s 
also a Russian component and a New York component- 
all sorts of different people.” And in a resort town with only 
90,000 permanent residents, “there’s no establishment 
here.” People can move in and make of it what they want. 

What has followed has been a kind of next-level 
gentrification (oligofication?). According to Knight Frank, 
a London real estate consulting firm, Miami is the seventh 
favorite city of the ultrarich, ahead of Paris and Dubai 
(London and New York are always first or second). This 
has given rise to high-end pieds-a-plage that often function 
as safe-deposit boxes for skittish overclass people from 
other parts of the world. As Levine put it, “If Brazil is 
booming and Venezuela collapses, Miami benefits. If 
Venezuela suddenly explodes, and Brazil goes south, we’d 
benefit as wealthy Brazilians choose to come to Miami.” 
And to keep them here, you have to give them something to 
do— high-minded hangouts like the year-old Perez Art 
Museum by Herzog & de Meuron and the Frank Gehry- 
designed New World Symphony concert hall, along with 
plenty of luxury-goods shopping. 

don’t think of myself as a real estate 
developer,” Faena told me when we 
met up in Miami a week after Art 
Basel. “I am not. I think of myself as 
a theater director.” For a 51-year-old 
man, there’s something appealingly 
childlike about him, a kind of 
lofty impatience. Journalists often 
compare him to Jay Gatsby, another 
white -clad man of mystery. 

I was staying in the one part of the 
project that is already open, Casa 
Claridge’s, a Spanish-style inn with an atrium that feels 
like a living room in the Hollywood Hills. Faena bought it 
when it was, he says, “very much a destroyed place,” and it’s 
been charmingly and unpretentiously renovated. In 
Faena’s mind, Claridge’s, where rooms run around $400 per 
night, is where the artists stay. You need to have artists 
around because, he said, “it’s what makes the district alive.” 

Faena has always been a dreamer. “My ideas are always 
so big, and you feel alone in the thinking, in the creative 
process,” he said. In 1986, when he was 22, the son of a 
second-generation Syrian Jewish textile manufacturer, 
he launched a boldly colored sportswear line. Via Vai, 
in Buenos Aires. He sold the company in 1995 and moved 
to his beach house in Punta del Este, Uruguay, where he 
spent his time gardening. He was also active on the polo 
social circuit, where he became friendly with some 
influential New Yorkers, including the financier and art 
collector Adam Lindemann and his friend the investor 
Chris Burch. A bit more than a decade ago, he got the 
idea to build a hotel in a century-old grain depository 
in Puerto Madero, an abandoned industrial area in Buenos 
Aires. He hired Philippe Starckto do (Continued on page 134) 
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Clockwise from top left: 

Aged wild venison and seeded 
bread at the Willows Inn; the 
entrance to Whidbey Pies Cafe; 

the oyster harvest on San 
Juan; a dog cavorts outside the 
Willows Inn; the Friday Harbor 
marina; a fresh slice at 
Whidbey Pies; the view from 
Mount Constitution, on Orcas; a 
sea kayak awaits adventure. 
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GREAT 
DAY FOR A 

BOAT ride: 

the deckhand tells me, squinting at the cornflower sky as the Elwha 
prepares to back out of its slip at Anacortes and head into the San Juan 
Islands. He inspects a van with a kayak on top and a license-plate frame 
that reads my other car is a bike, then gives the all clear. Passengers 
stream from their vehicles to the upper deck, some with dogs in tow. In 
the main cabin, communal jigsaw puzzles await on dining tables. Some 
folks sit down to hunt for a matching piece, but most head outside to take 
in the scene and the sunshine. A bird-watcher trains her binoculars on 
an osprey while a man in a T-shirt that says one less car hangs onto the 
hoodies of excited twin boys peering over the railing at the ferry’s wake. 
The receding shoreline is rocky and evergreen. A light breeze ruffles 
the surface of the Salish Sea, carrying with it the scent of sea lettuce. 

The indigenous Coast Salish paddled bidarka canoes through these 
waters millennia before Greek explorer loannis Phokas, known to his 
Spanish patrons as Juan de Fuca, sailed into the strait that now bears 
his name, seeking a sea route linking the Pacific and Atlantic. Today, the 
primitive watercraft have been replaced by the 
lumbering giants of the Washington State Ferry 
System, which regularly service only four of 
the 172 islands in the San Juan archipelago- 
part of a greater island network that stretches 
from Olympia, Washington, to Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

As the cities of the Pacific Northwest 
mainland go mainstream, the offshore 
communities out here remain a counterculture 
stronghold, more hippie than hipster. The 
slow pace and cellular dead zones appeal to 
both nature-loving artists and reclusive tech 
billionaires, as well as to anyone who prefers to 
measure speed by knots rather than miles per 
hour. The San Juans have one of the highest 
concentrations of bald eagles in the Lower 48. 
Orcas sing in Haro Strait. Thanks to the rain 
shadow cast by the Olympic Mountains, the 
summers are gloriously bright and mild. During 
the wet winters, the ferry becomes a de facto 
social hub, filled with joyriders who compete in 
fierce inter-island mah-jongg tournaments. The 
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constant proximity to water is the 
defining experience of any journey 
here. To be any closer would require 
fins and a tail. 

For the ideal trip, start on Whidbey 
Island, just beyond Seattle’s northern 
suburbs. Then spend a few nights on 
San Juan, Orcas, or Lopez, taking day 
trips to the neighboring islands. 

Finish on Lummi, where you can order 
the finest meal the region has to offer. 


WHIDBEY 

It’s not technically a part of the San 
Juans, but this is the place where 
the tempo of urban life begins to cede 
to island time. The terminal is on its 
southeastern flank; on the northern 
end are the sea bluffs of Deception 
Pass and the naval air station featured 
in An Officer and a Gentleman. 

Not far from the ferry landing is the 
Inn at Langley, where chef Matt 
Costello’s restaurant serves standouts 
like beet meringue, foraged mushrooms. 




A drive through bucolic Beaverton 
Valley leads to Lime Kiln Point State 
Park, directly across Haro Strait from 
Vancouver Island. It’s an ideal vantage 
for spotting orcas, but a guide boat 
is an even better way to sight the 
black-and-white whales. Jim Maya, 
captain of the Peregrine, has an 
uncanny knack for knowing where 
a pod will congregate next. His secret 
weapon is docent Jeanne Hyde, whose 
enthusiasm for orcas borders on 
obsession. As the animals “spy hop” 
to observe us, she identifies her 
favorites by their dorsal markings. 
“There’s Blackberry!” she shouts. 

“And Cousteau!” Maya, a retired 
schoolteacher, explains that each pod 
has its own dialect. “Scientists 
have been trying to figure out the 
language for years,” he says. “For 
my own reasons I hope they never 
do, but I’d give everything to have 
an hour’s conversation.” 

San Juan Islands Museum of Art sjima.org. 

Maya’s Legacy Whale Watch Charters 

mayaswhaiewatch.biz. 


Clockwise from top: Greenbank 
Farm, next to Whidbey Pies Cafe; the 
rocky southern coast of San Juan 
Island; freshly shucked oysters; 
chef Matt Costello in the kitchen at 
the Inn at Langley. Opposite, 
from left: Outside the Inn at 
Langley; approaching Orcas Island. 


and troll-caught salmon, and a weirdly 
good gin and tonic served in a petri 
dish. The “sweet earth,” however— a 
scorched-pine pastry cream made 
with spinach-powder mock moss and 
brought to the table in a blown-glass 
terrarium— is his purest celebration 
of the Pacific Northwest terroir. 

On his day off, Costello takes me 
to Double Bluff State Park at Useless 
Bay, a few miles from the small farm 
where he raises ducks and herbs. We 
hike the tide line, watching kids 
assemble a driftwood fort. “Beats video 
games,” Costello quips. The chef, an 
Olympia native who moved offshore 
a decade ago, lists other island 
highlights, including galleries that sell 
large-scale works by graduates of the 
nearby Pilchuck Glass School and 
Toby’s Tavern, a no-frills watering 
hole frequented by the fishermen who 
harvest the Penn Cove mussels served 


in Costello’s restaurant. In the town of 
Greenbank, we stop at Whidbey Pies 
Cafe, where the bakers produce 900 
pies a week, for a slice of huckleberry. 
Langley itself has just two main streets 
and a single-screen art-house theater. 
“There is zero anonymity,” Costello says. 

Inn at Langley Langley; innatlangley.com. $$$$$ 
Toby’s Tavern Coupevitte; tobysuds.com. 

Whidbey Pies Cafe Greenbank; whidbeypies.com. $$ 


SAN JUAN 

This island has the largest population 
in the archipelago, but it’s still under 
7,000. The closest thing to a traffic 
jam here happens when cars line up 
for the ferry at Friday Harbor, though 
the opening last year of the San 
Juan Islands Museum of Art, an 
airy Modernist cube devoted to the 
art of the Northwest, should draw 



more attention to this sleepy town. 
Upcoming exhibitions will showcase 
glass maestro William Morris and 
wildlife photographer Susan Middleton, 
whose work includes portraits of 
the elusive giant Pacific octopus, 
which dwells in these waters. 







The view of the Salish ’ . 

Sea from the summit 
of Mount Constitution, i 






ORCAS 

Contrary to common assumption, this 
horseshoe-shaped, 57-square -mile 
island is not named after the whale. 
Orcas is a coincidental abbreviation 
of the name of Horcasitas, the viceroy 
of Mexico who sent an expedition here 
in 1791. The main town of Eastsound, 
a place of white clapboard houses 
and tidy shops fronted by fragrant 
Nootka rose bushes, sits in the middle 
overlooking a deepwater fjord. My first 
day coincides with the annual Solstice 
Parade, which highlights Orcas’s 
Woodstock Nation vibe: musicians bang 
on homemade drums and puppeteers 
convey large-scale fantoccini of 
celestial bodies to a dance circle at the 
farmers’ market on the Village Green. 

Orcas has its own artistic streak. 
Darvill’s Bookstore, in Eastsound, 
hosts author readings and coffee 
seminars. On a nearby side street, 
graphic designers Andrew and Emily 
Youngren have set up their new 
Printshop Northwest studio. Just 
outside town, one of Anthony Howe’s 
astounding kinetic sculptures signposts 
his studio, which he opens only on a 
whim and rarely by appointment. 

“The creativity quotient on this island 
is crazy,” says Christopher Peacock, a 
longtime resident and general manger 
of Rosario Resort & Spa, housed 
in an Arts and Crafts mansion a few 
miles south. A trained concert pianist, 
he performs at cocktail hour on the 
aeolian pipe organ in the music room. 
Afterward, in the dining room 
overlooking Cascade Bay, he mentions 
that film producer Warren Miller 
and cartoonist Gary Larson have 


Clockwise from left: Pizza at Hogstone’s 
Wood Oven; Hogstone’s co-owner and 
chef Jay Blackinton; goods for sale at the 
Printshop Northwest, on Orcas. 


places on Orcas. But islanders are too 
laid-back to acknowledge a famous 
person standing in line for the sticky 
buns at Brown Bear Baking. 

Peacock also arranges hikes to 
Mount Constitution in nearby Moran 
State Park or kayaking trips with 
naturalist guide Jeff Zbornik. I join 
Zbornik’s full-day circumnavigation of 
Sucia Island, part of the state’s marine 
park system, two miles north across 
President Channel. The Cascades are 
visible on the horizon. We paddle 
through isolated coves where herons 
perch on sandstone outcroppings and 
bullwhip kelp waves in the tidal 
outflow. Zbnornik, who has explored 
these bays for more than 30 years, 
calls to the curious porpoise that trails 
behind us. I dip my hand in to taste 
the chill seawater. Back on shore at 
Hogstone’s Wood Oven I order a platter 
of oysters from nearby Judd Cove and 
savor the same briny flavor. 

Orcas Island Farmers’ Market orcasisland 
farmersmarketorg. 

Darvill's Bookstore 360/376-2155. 

Printshop Northwest printshopnorthwest.com. 
Anthony Howe Sculpture howeart.net. 

Rosario Resort & Spa rosarioresort.com. $ 

Brown Bear Baking 360/855-7456. 

Shearwater Kayak Tours shearwaterkayaks.com. 
Hogstone’s Wood Oven hogstone.com. 


LOPEZ 

The low profile of Lopez suits property 
owners with privacy issues, like 
Microsoft’s Paul Allen, who inhabits 
its entire 387-acre Sperry Peninsula. 
The island’s quiet rural lanes also 
appeal to bikers, who can pick 
up reserved rentals near the ferry 
terminal at a stand operated by Village 
Cycles, one of the island’s few 
businesses. Lopez’s gentle topography 
is ideal for farming; sheep and cattle 
graze by the roadside, and the many 
orchards and garden plots supply the 
San Juans with fresh produce. 

In the summer, the six-acre Lopez 
Island Vineyards hosts Shakespeare 
performances in its garden. Thanks 
to a prevailing weather pattern known 
as the North Pacific Oscillation, Brent 
Charnley, a bearded winemaker who 
came here after studying viticulture at 
the University of California, Davis, is 
able to grow grapes that are unusual for 
the Pacific Northwest. His bottles have 
rarely been seen beyond Seattle, since 
the locals tend to buy him out, but he’s 
expanding his production. “We do 
everything wonky and sideways here,” 
he explains. 

Village Cycles villagecycles.net. 

Lopez Island Vineyards lopezislandvineyards.com. 






Clockwise from far left: Edible 
summer flowers at the Willows 
Inn; the ferry from Orcas to 
San Juan; one of the works in Ann 
Morris’s sculpture garden, on 
Lummi Island; Willows Inn chef 
Blaine Wetzel. Opposite: A 
beachfront shack on Lummi. 


LUMMI 

My last stop, a nine-square-mile island 
across Rosario Strait from Orcas, 
is not officially one of the San Juans, 
but it’s still considered part of the 
greater Salish Sea archipelago. It’s 
reached through the Lummi Nation 
Reservation, on the mainland north of 
Bellingham, via a brief crossing on the 
Whatcom Chief. This time, the license- 
plate frame of the truck in front of me 
reads my other car is a pirate ship. 

A path to the beach at Fern Point is 
lined with ripe salmonberries. Ravens 
lurk in the Douglas firs like woodland 
mobsters. A sea otter scampers 
around tide pools on Legoe Bay, where 
Lummi’s reef-net fishermen tend 
to their boats in advance of sockeye 
season. It’s too windy to go out on the 
water, so instead my guide, Kristi 
Kucera, takes me foraging for edible 
kelp. We pick our way past granite 
erratics covered with feathery 
wakame, collecting stubbly “Turkish 
towel” and bladder chain washed 
up on the black sand. 

The local artist Ann Morris is also 
a forager. Her current exhibition, 
“Crossings,” on view at her studio in a 
sculpture garden overlooking Rosario 
Strait, consists of fragile canoe hulls 
made of found objects— bone, feathers, 
seaweed, roots— collected on Lummi. 
Several of her sculptures sit in the 


garden of the nearby Willows Inn. The 
century-old Craftsman building has 
long housed a restaurant, but the 
arrival in 2011 of Olympia native Blaine 
Wetzel, a Noma veteran who was 
named a James Beard Rising Star Chef 
last year, put it on the dining map. 

A lean man with burn scars on his 
forearms, Wetzel walks me around 
Loganita Farm, the source of most of 
the organic produce and edible 
blossoms on his menu. “I want to have 
fun on my day off,” he says, picking 
nasturtiums. “Swore I was done with 
three-star restaurants after eating 
at one where the waiters actually 
whispered during dinner service.” 


His own dining room is anything 
but somber. Black-clad waiters wearing 
aprons circulate with trays of snacks— 
roasted razor clams, steelhead-roe 
crepes— during cocktail hour. The 
Spotted Owl, with locally distilled Spy 
Hop gin, Douglas-fir oil, and nettle 
bitters, is a clever variation on a gin 
fizz. The slow-roasted lamb en papillote 
is burly enough for a lumberjack. 

But it is Wetzel’s Samish Bay mussel, 
served atop heated beach pebbles in 
a cedar box that belches woodsmoke 
when cracked open, that captures 
the essence of these islands in a 
single bite. + 

Ann Morris Studio sculpturewoods.com. 

Wiilows Inn willows-inn.com. $$$$$ 
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THE ISLANDS' SLOW 
PACE APPEALS TO BOTH 
RECLUSIVE ARTISTS 
AND SECRETIVE TECH 
BILLIONAIRES. 
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The New Farm 
Riverwalk, looking 
toward the Central 
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IN THE DIM, INDUSTRIAL DEPTHS of Brisbane’s Powerhouse arts 
center, a crowd of bronzed socialites and well-heeled art 
fans shuffled around a cotton-candy-pink neon electric 
chair, part of a collaborative design-art show. “It’s called 
BarbieQue,” said the work’s creator, Jason Bird, who was 
giving me a personal tour of the former power station, 
now the turbine of Brisbane’s cultural life. “Imagine that 
Barbie sat in the chair, someone pulled the switch, and 
she melted,” he told me, pointing out the piles of dripping 
silicone on the floor. 

The evocative piece is a sly flip-of-the-bird at Sydney and 
Melbourne, who refer to the Queensland capital as “Briz 
Vegas,” a playground for overly suntanned Barbies and 
Kens that lacks sophistication and culture. It’s a perception 
that Bird and others in Brisbane’s emerging creative class 
are keen to eradicate. “Sydney and Melbourne want to be 
New York or Los Angeles,” he told me, “but Brisbane would 
rather be the Australian San Francisco, Seattle, or Austin.” 

I first met Bird, the founder of the Brisbane-based 
furniture company Luxxbox, at a design expo in 
Los Angeles. He was there with Quench, a Queensland- 
sponsored consortium whose designs won best in show. 
“Brisbane punches above its weight, mate,” he said then. 

I wasn’t convinced. Having spent a wondrous holiday in 


Sydney and a miserable weekend in humid Cairns, I 
was sure my next journey down under would take me to 
Melbourne or even Tasmania. But Brisbane? 

The city hardly registers with most travelers, 
overshadowed by Sydney’s beachy glamour and Melbourne’s 
gritty cool. And those two cities always considered Brisbane 
to be the backwater of Queensland, tucked inland between 
touristy beach towns to the south and the Great Barrier 
Reef to the north. From 1968 to 1987, the controversial and 
conservative Queensland Premier Johannes Bjelke- 
Petersen governed the province with an iron fist, bringing 
in prosperity— and casinos— but turning its capital, Brisbane, 
into a corrupt police state. 

“A year after the premier resigned, we hosted Expo ’88— it 
was the first time we realized Brisbane’s potential,” Bird 
recalled of the technology-focused world’s fair, which drew 
more than 15 million visitors. With a new, liberal government 
in place, the city blossomed throughout the I990s, embracing 
progressive policies and artistic expression. After the 
Powerhouse opened in 2000, the Gallery of Modern Art 
(GOMA)— Australia’s largest contemporary art museum- 
followed in 2006. And as the city evolved, so did its design 
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sensibility: a blend of steampunk nostalgia and sunny, 
color-saturated modernism. In 2014 Brisbane hosted the 
G20 summit, ushering in another wave of development. 

Now the city has become an incubator for contemporary art 
and design, with a booming cafe and culinary culture and a 
vibrant indie music and fashion scene. Cool new hotels like 
Tryp keep popping up, along with black-tiled gastropubs 
and flashy flagships for Brisbane fashion labels. So when 
Bird kept insisting that I check it out, I figured he was right. 

One of the first things I noticed about Brisbane is its 
Queenslandian sense of humor. In the courtyard of the 

M&A Apartments, where I had a 
flat, I looked up to see a massive 
geometric metal stag’s head 
hanging upside down above my 
head. And at a small cafe on one of 
my first mornings, I declined a 
“shlong” (a double espresso with 
hot water, but not so much as to 
make it a “long black”) in favor of a 


flat white. Outside, a sign declared that “Awesome things 
will happen today if you choose not to be a miserable cow.” 

With this turn-everything-on-its-head spirit in mind, 

I set out to explore the city on too little sleep and not 
enough caffeine. Founded as a penal colony in 1824, 
Brisbane has grown with little urban planning. But the 
river, which wiggles like the letter W through the city, 
provides an easy geographical and socioeconomic division. 
The South Bank is lined with museums and parks that 
adjoin funkier precincts like the West End and working- 
class Woolloongabba. To the north is the Central Business 
District (the CBD) and the more upscale neighborhoods: 
suburban Paddington, chic Fortitude Valley, and New 
Age-y New Farm, home to the Powerhouse and Spicers 
Balfour, the city’s best boutique hotel. 

In 1999 the Queensland government instituted an Art 
Built-In policy, requiring that a percentage of building 
construction be dedicated to public works. The project has 


From left: GOMA, 
Australia’s largest 
contemporary art 
museum; vases by 
Erin Lightfoot at her 
shop in Eat Street 
Markets; the view from 
the rooftop bar at 
Spicers Balfour Hotel. 
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employed thousands and has helped to recognize the 
importance of artists in the community (which inspired 
creative industries like Brisbane’s Urban Art Projects, 
a world-renowned art-based manufacturer, where that 
upside-down stag was made). 

This well-meaning civic policy hasn’t always resulted 
in very pleasing architecture. When author Alain de 
Botton proclaimed that Brisbane’s rampant waterfront 
development had produced “chaotic ugliness,” he 
had a point. But the showcasing of culture in the city 
is impressive. On Brisbane’s South Bank, the civic 
buildings of the Queensland Cultural Center couldn’t 
be more glorious. At the Modernist Queensland Art 
Gallery, contemporary Chinese sculpture is displayed 
in an indoor reflecting pool, and the galleries have 
installations of tribal totems and ornately decorated 
emu eggs. Next door, at the black-aluminum-and- 
glass GOMA, I saw an exhibition of LP cover art and 
toured the permanent collection of 20th-century 
indigenous Australian paintings. 

Despite the nearby CBD’s jumble of skyscrapers, 
the neighborhood is hardly intimidating and 
easily navigable. A service alley called Burnett 
Lane is part of downtown Brisbane’s secret life. 
Following in the footsteps of Melbourne’s 
revitalized laneways, it’s a gritty counterpoint 
to the glistening buildings of the city’s 
thoroughfares and is full of street art and cool- 
crowd hangouts. I discovered a bar winningly 
named Super Whatnot and a groovy vintage -vinyl 
shop, along with provocative murals by the 
famed Brisbane artist and activist Richard Bell. 
One depicts an Aboriginal man holding 
a placard that reads: “Pardon me for being 
born into a nation of racists.” The city is full 
of these bold public proclamations. Liberal 
expression, whether political or personal, is 
celebrated everywhere— on streets and in 
galleries, shops, and restaurants. 

I stopped for lunch at the Survey Co., which 
has brick walls, cork floors, and plywood 
benches covered in leather hides. “We serve 
dude food,” the whiskered waiter said to me, 
bringing out foie gras profiteroles, merguez 
lamb cigars, and the daily “death row” 
meal, a nod to Australia’s convict past that’s 
presented on a metal tray accompanied by 
a ginger drink in a Mason jar. 


Later that night, I met up with Bird and his wife, Kara, 
for an art show at Artisan, a Queensland crafts emporium. 
On display was a sculpture made from bicycle seats 
and antlers, along with rain-forest tribal basketry and 
silk screens in blazing colors. Bird introduced me to 
John Stafford, a director at the arts consulting group 
CreativeMove; he explained Brisbane’s particular ethos. 
“The cool intellectual art comes from Sydney and 
Melbourne,” Stafford said. “In subtropical Brisbane, it’s 
too hot to think deeply, so the art is more expressionist.” 
Not to mention expressive. I told him about seeing 
Richard Bell’s in-your-face mural on Burnett Lane, and 
he smiled, telling me how, as a judge for a prestigious arts 
competition in Brisbane, he once decided on the winner 
by simply flipping a coin. 

After a couple of “tinnies” of beer, the Birds took me to 
James Street Up Late, where the fashion and design 

shops stay open until 9 p.m.— or 
whenever the booze runs out. 
Kara, who owns Idlebird, a 
women’s apres-swim collection, 
gave me a crash course on 
Australian fashion as we strolled 
down a stretch of James Street: 
it all goes back to Easton Pearson, 
the 26-year-old label that 
popularized bold prints and 
ethnic textiles— a look that continues to influence the designs 
at local stores like Camilla, Sass & Bide, and Gail Sorronda. 

The next day, Jason invited me on a tour of the up-and- 
coming Paddington district, where he lives in an enclave 
filled with native Queenslander houses. Set on stilts with 
broad verandas and decorative rails and trellises, these 
metal-roofed timber homes are reminiscent of Hawaiian 
plantation villas designed for subtropical heat and rain. 
The neighborhood itself has vintage clothing stores, an 
antiques center housed in a 1929 cinema, and a Paleo Diet 
cafe, all of which draw a weekend brigade of bicycles and 
baby carriages. We broke bread— well, $18 bacon waff les— at 
the Kettle & Tin. “A few years ago, Brisbane discovered 
good coffee and breakfast,” the owner and street artist Asa 
Boardman told me. “Now we serve it all day.” 

A whistle-stop on El Bulli chef Ferran Adria’s recent 
book tour, Brisbane is rapidly working its way up the 
Australian food chain with restaurants offering elaborate 
tasting menus and its own spin on the food-truck fad. 

Eat Street Markets, housed in graffiti-splashed shipping 
containers in Hamilton, dish out (Continued on page 135) 


Clockwise from top 
left: The lobby at the 
Brisbane Powerhouse 
arts center; designer 
Jason Bird at Luxxbox 
design store; the “Burst 
Open” exhibition at 
Artisan; inside Easton 
Pearson boutique. 
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The Danish capital is a 
captivating mix of 
Midcentury Modern design^ 
forward-thinking restaurants^ 
and storybook charm. 

By Anya von Bremzen. 
Photographed by Ulf Svane 
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WMV 


The library lounge 
at Hotel SP34 


The city’s best hotels are both buzzy newcomers and old favorites. 


Lay of 
the Land 

Christianshavn With its 
gabled houses and canals, 
this man-made island is 
a quiet escape in the heart 
of the city. 

Frederiksberg Come to 
this historic neighborhood to 
see the city’s Neoclassical 
architecture and to picnic at 
Frederiksberg Park. 

Frederiksstaden The 

18th-century Amalienborg 
Palace anchors this 
waterfront quarter, which is 
lined with antiques shops. 


T+LPECOOER 

COPENHAGEN 


Indre By In the medieval 
center, you’ll find indie 
bars and cafes, along with 
luxury shops, museums, 
and the Botanical Garden. 

Norrebro A multiculti 
enclave north of downtown, 
Norrebro has a creative, 
bohemian vibe. 

Vesterbro Trendy bars 
and clothing stores fill 
this former red-light district 
near Tivoli Gardens. 

Getting Around 

The metro (intl.m.dk) is 
expansive, and taxis are 
efficient. Copenhagen 
also has a great bike- 
sharing program, Bycykien 
(bycyklen.dk). 


HOTEL SP34 

Spread across three town 
houses in Indre By’s Latin 
Quarter, this new family-owned 
hotel puts a spin on Danish 
design. A concrete-and-brass 
bar acts as the reception desk, 
the lobby doubles as a library 
lounge, and the tapas restaurant 
serves killer pimientos with 
anchovies. The stylishly spare 
rooms are small, but who wants 
to linger inside when the 
boutiques of Sankt Peders Street 
beckon? brochner-hotels.dk. $$ 

HOTEL D’ANGLETERRE 

After a $110 million renovation, 
the 18th-century Hotel 
d’Angleterre has been reborn 
with polished marble, rich 
carpeting, and a muted gray 
palette. At night, head to the 


lively Balthazar bar for a 
passion -fruit-and-champagne 
cocktail before tucking in to 
chef Ronny Emborg’s Nordic 
creations at the Michelin- 
starred restaurant, Marchal. 
dangleterre.dk. $$$ 

NIMB HOTEL 

Book well in advance to secure 
one of the 17 rooms at this 1909 
neo-Moorish extravaganza that 
lights up at night like a Christmas 
tree. The interiors mix colorful 
textiles and antiques with works 
by contemporary local artists. 
Bonus: free admission to Tivoli 
Gardens (go at night when the 
crowds disperse), nimb.dk. $$$ 

HOTEL ALEXANDRA 

A mecca for lovers of Midcentury 
Modernism, the obsessively 


curated Hotel Alexandra has 
furniture that rivals the holdings 
of the nearby Design Museum. 
Guests can hang out on a 
Finn Juhl sofa and listen to 
impromptu lectures on design 
by the knowledgeable staff. 
There’s also the psychedelic 
Verner Panton suite, where 
designer Christian Louboutin 
has been known to stay while 
in town, hotelalexandra.dk. $ 

BABETTE GULDSMEDEN 

Designed with Balinese teak. 
Oriental rugs, and four-poster 
beds, the 98 rooms at this 
boho-chic property offer a respite 
from Scandinavian minimalism. 
We love the cowhide walls in 
the elevator and views of the 
Marble Church from the rooftop 
spa. guldsmedenhatels.cam. $ 
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TfL DECODER 


COPENHAGEN 


There’s more to Copenhagen’s culinary scene than Noma (but go there if you 
can get in). These six places also deliver big on taste and atmosphere. 


REL>!E 

Chef Christian Puglisi, a Noma 
alum, now has a cult following 
all his own. At the 40-seat 
Relae, dishes like poached trout 
topped with raw mushroom 
shavings alongside a terrine of 
cucumber, nasturtium, and 
umeboshi -style strawberries are 
spectacular in their simplicity. 
restaurant-relae.dk. $$$ 

NO. 2 

This casual sibling of the 
Michelin-starred restaurant AOC is 
perennially packed, thanks in part 
to its sleek Scandinavian aesthetic 
and views of the Black Diamond 


Library on the waterfront. But 
it’s the confident New Danish 
dishes — scallop tartare with pea 
tendrils and dill oil, steak with 
smoked bone marrow — that linger 
in your memory, nummer2.dk. $$$ 

KUL 

Even die-hard Nordic food fans 
tire of kohlrabi and gooseberries, 
which is why this newcomer is 
such a hit. The inviting aroma 
of char fills the slate-toned 
dining room, where the creative 
menu by chefs Henrik Jyrk and 
Christian Mortensen swings 
from the Mediterranean (jamon 
iberico with squid tempura and 


black aioli) to Asia (pepper-glazed 
veal ribs with romaine kimchi). 
restaurantkul.dk. $$$ 

TORVEHALLERNE MARKET 

The designer food hall has 
revitalized the Israels Plads area 
in central Copenhagen. The 
perfect snackathon should 
include a new-wave Asian rice 
porridge with chicken at Grod and 
fluffy fish cakes from Boutique 
Fisk, torvehallernekbh.dk. 

AMASS 

To get to this airy, repurposed 
shipyard building, hop a water- 
bus from the Royal Library. 


Here, charismatic chef Matt 
Orlando — a veteran of Per Se 
and Noma — elevates classic 
Danish ingredients in dishes 
like wild duck with black garlic 
and pickled yarrow flowers. 
amassrestaurant.com. $$$$ 

KEBABISTAN 

When celebrity chefs like 
David Chang come to town they 
head to this Turkish-Kurdish 
takeout dive. The draw? An epic 
shawarma sandwich — order yours 
with mixed meats — loaded with 
pickles, sauces, and trimmings in 
a round bun. The fries are great, 
too. 45/3582-8993. $ 



Shop 


Covetable Scandinavian design 
worth shipping or schlepping home. 


At the modern design emporium Hay House (hay.dk), the two floors are filled 
with furniture and accessories by Danish company Hay along with geometric 
wares like Ori pepper mills and George Nelson bubble lamps. + Nearby Storm 
(stormfashion.dk) sells iconic fashion labels (Givenchy, Pucci) and up-and- 
comers, including Swedish sneaker brand Eytys and jeweler Mads Trolle. 

+ In addition to his own boldly patterned clothing line, native artist-musician- 
couturier Henrik Vibskov (henrikvibskovboutique.com) also carries Comme 
des Gargons shoes and small-batch gin. + With its Hans Wegner armchairs. 

Ole Wanscher desks, and Borge Mogensen sofas, Dansk Mobelkunst (dmk.dk) 
is ground zero for fans of vintage Midcentury design. + In an otherwise 
drab corner of Vesterbrogade, Designer Zoo (dzoo.dk) showcases one-offs 
from local artisans, like asymmetrical cups and colorful slanted vases. 

+ IKEA meets the dollar store at the spacious Tiger (tiger-stores.com), which 
peddles everything from reading glasses to retro toys and tea sets. 
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I ln the Rococo building 
that once housed 
Denmark’s first public 
hospital, Designmuseum 
Danmark puts Danish 
design into historical 
perspective. Expect fresh 
insights on streamlined 
Poul Hennigsen lighting and 
Hans Wegner seating — 
along \/\/ith a newly opened 
fashion and textile 
gallery, designmuseum. dk. 


Far more intimate than 
Europe’s usual imperial 
palaces, the turreted 
17th-century Rosenborg 
Castle has three cozy 
floors with gilded chambers, 
chinoiserie, and intricate 
tapestries. In warm months, 
pick up lunch to go from 
the nearby smorrebrod shop 
Aamanns (aamanns.dk) 
and go for a picnic on the 
lush grounds, dkks.dk. 


3 One of the Continent’s 
oldest amusement 
parks, Tivoli Gardens, 

is known for its lake, flower 
beds, and Chinese pagodas. 
You’ll also find great 
shopping (lllums Bolighus 
has an outlet here), 
concerts, and the new 
restaurant Kahler i Tivoli, 
where open-faced 
sandwiches are served on 
signature ceramics, tivoli.dk. 


4 Whether it’s 

handcrafted caramels, 
custom-built bikes, or 
wood-rimmed eyeglasses, 
CPHmade champions 
the city’s most creative 
artisans. The walking 
and biking tours include 
stops at the workshops of 
chocolatier Rassmus 
CIsen, goldsmith Ragnar 
Jorgensen, and ceramist 
Inge Vincents, cphmade.org. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



The Best of Peru 

Discover the wonders of Machu 
Picchu, Cusco, and the Sacred Valley. 
Choose from lovely lodge-based hiking 
adventures, fascinating cultural journeys, 
or the best trek of the legendary Inca 
Trail. Superb leaders, great hotels, and 
perfectly paced itineraries. 

www.wildernesstravel.com 

800-368-2794 


Travel Essentials 



Classic Heritage 
Golf Tours 

challenging golf, beautiful 
scenery, and charming Irish 
villages. Limited time save $500 
per foursome. The Scotland, 
Ireland, England and Wales 
golf specialists with 20 years 
experience. 

golfresource.com 

800-720-7333 

Custom tours for golfers & non-golfers 



Cotton Terry Beachwear 

Our soft, absorbent 100% cotton 
terry beach jackets, shorts and 
cover-ups are perfect for beach, 
pool or spa. See our full line 
of beachwear, robes, nightshirts 
etc. from Wittmann Textiles 

nightshirt.com 

800-890-7232 



Babies, Kids & 
Romance Too 


The Tyler Place Family 
Resort's all-inclusive 
vacation packages give you 
an adventure with your kids 
and time to reconnect as a 
couple, too. . .right here in the 
U.S. Our vacations include 
all meals, sports, activities, 
nine award-winning kids' 
programs, cottages or suites, 
personal bikes - and even romance for parents ! 

www.TylerPlace.com | 802.868.4000 


Maine Windjammer Cruises® 

Sail our authentic former cargo schooners and enjoy 
carefree days among the islands of Maine. Affordable all 
inclusive traditional sailing adventures on board historic 
National Landmark windjammers. 
Offering weekend to six day cruise 
options weekly. 

mainewindjammercruises.com 
800-736-7981 


T-Shirt Quilt 

Campus Quilt turns 
your t-shirts into a 
new quilt. We do all 
the work and return 
your completed t-shirt 
quilt in as few as two weeks. As featured on Real 
Simple, Today Show, and Rachael Ray. 

www.CampusQuilt.com 

800-880-8534 






Caravan makes it your year to go! Order your 
free 28-page brochure. Call for choice dates. 


Nova Scotia 

10-Day Tour $1395 
with Prince Edward Island 

Welcome to Canada's Atlantic Coast 

and the Canadian Maritimes, a land 
blessed with stunning natural beauty 
and a relaxed way of life. 

Caravan makes it so easy— and so 
affordable— for you to visit all three 
of Canada's Maritime Provinces: 

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island. —Bon voyage! 

Join the smart shoppers and 
experienced travelers who rely 
on Caravan to handle all the details 
while you and your family enjoy a 
well-earned, worry-free vacation. 

Caravan’s strong buying power 
gives you great vacations at 
much lower prices than you can 
find anywhere else. These quality 
tours feature complete sightseeing, 
professional Tour Directors and great 
itineraries, operated by one of the 
country's oldest and most respected 
guided tour companies. 

Visit Caravan.com for complete tour 
information. Call now for choice dates. 
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Affordable Guided Tours + tax &fees 


Guatemala & Tikal 
Costa Rica 
Panama & Canal 
Nova Scotia & RE.I. 
Canadian Rockies 
Grand Canyon 
California Coast 
Mount Rushmore 
New England 


todays $1295 
9 days $1095 

8 days $1195 
todays $1395 

9 days $1595 
8 days $1395 
8 days $1295 
8 days $1295 
8 days $1295 



Brochure 

Caravan.com 1 -800-Caravan 


caravan 

Guided Vacations Since 1952 


To advertise, contact M.l. Integrated Media at 860-542-5180 



From left: Ny Carlsberg 
Glyptotek’s winter garden; 
avocado toast at Atelier 
September; Lot #29. 


Three tastemakers share their 
go-to places in the city. 


MALENE MALLING 
Publisher of 
Cover magazine 


RENE REDZEPI 
Chef-owner 
of Noma 


h TAL R 
Artist 


“The Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek 

(glyptoteket.com) art museum, in 
Vesterbro, has beautiful classical 
sculpture. Stop in the cafe 
for a slice of apple cake. Several 
blocks north, Arbejdermuseet 
(arbejdermuseet.dk), or Workers’ 
Museum, traces the daily lives of 
laborers in Copenhagen over the 
past 150 years. Denmark is a trove 
of foreign antiques, thanks to its 
seafaring history. For Chinese 
treasures, check out Oliver Antik (45/ 
3311-0202), whose owners advise the 
queen’s husband— an avid collector.” 


“My favorite spots for breakfast are 
Cafe Det Vide Hus (45/6061-2002), 
which serves delicious coffee and 
avocado on toast, and Atelier 
September (atelier-september.dk), 
a stylish all-day cafe like the kind 
you’d find in London or TriBeCa, in 
New York City. In the spring, I like to 
go for a picnic at the King’s Garden, 
where you can pick mulberries 
and walnuts from a 300-year-old 
tree. Ismageriet (ismageriet.dk), 
which sells artisanal ice cream in 
house-made waffle cones, is a 
great place for an afternoon treat.” 


“At Lot #29 (lot29.dk) downtown, 
there’s a well-curated selection 
of Scandinavian and international 
clothing designers. In Amager, 
Andersens Contemporary (andersens 
contemporary.dk) shows works by 
big-name artists like Olafur Eliasson. 
For lunch, I love the smoked salmon 
and steak tartare at Lumskebugten 
(lumskebugten.dk; near the 
border of Frederiksstaden. When I 
want to escape town I go to Bellevue 
Beach on the northern outskirts of the 
city. It has these incredible lifeguard 
towers designed by Arne Jacobsen.” 


Ved Stranden 10 

Show up early to score 
a waterside table at 
this wine bar on Holmens 
Kanal, especially on 
Monday nights for the 
wildly popular one-pot 
dinners. vedstrandenlO.dk. 


Mikkeller & Friends 

The second outpost of 
local microbrewery Mikkeller 
has more than 40 beers 
on tap. A highlight: the 
refreshing Tiger Baby, , 
brewed with mango and 
passion fruit, mikkeller.dk. 


Lidkoeb 

The minds behind the 
popular cocktail club 
Ruby recently opened this 
cozy lodge-style lounge. 
Order the Fin’ Rom, made 
with rum, sherry, and 
caramelized figs, lidkoeb.dk. 


Where 
to Drink 
After Dark 
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PROMOTION 


Buyer’s Guide 



1. RADAR: TRENDING PAGE 28 

Monique Pean $7,580 (Barneys New York; 888/222-7639; barneys.com); Hermes $100 
for 4 (Hermes stores; 800/441-4488; hermes.com); Tatcha $65 (888/739-2932; tatcha.com). 


ONBOARD^ 


Travel + Leisure Events Promotions Offers 



Are Your Joints Ready 
for Action? 

Our joints are what keep us moving and 
enjoying an active lifestyle. Supporting and 
maintaining joint health, throughout our 
lives, is key to staying active and mobile 
while we age. 

; Osteo Bi-Flex® helps nurture and defend 
I your joints, so you can keep doing what 
I you lovel It's specially formulated with Joint 
Shield™, an herbal ingredient that helps with 
occasional joint flare-up.* 

Visit osteobiflex.com today. 


2. RADAR: BEAUTY PAGE 40 

Dior (877/903-4671; dior.com); Giorgio Armani (877/276-2643; armanibeauty.com); 
Givenchy (Barneys New York; 888/222-7639; barneys.com); Yves Saint Laurent (866/ 
725-6791; yslbeautyus.com); Nars (888/788-6277; narscosmetics.com). 

3 . TRIP DOCTOR: PACKING PAGE 67 

Hermes (see above); SealLine (206/505-9500; seallinegear.com); Sportube (970/ 
949-4014; sportube.com); Umpqua Feather Merchants (800/322-3218; umpqua.com); 
Lacoste (lacoste.com). 


HOTELS $ Less than $200 $200 to $350 

$$$ $350 to $500 $$$$ $500 to $1,000 
$$$$$ More than $1,000 

Starting price for a standard double in April; for resorts, rates 
indicate the starting price in high season. 


RESTAURANTS $Lessthan$25 

$$$25 to $75 $$$$75 to $150 
$$$$More than $150 

Price for a three-course dinner for two, excluding drinks. 
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• These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. 
These products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 


S-LOXIN® ADVANCED is a trademark of PL Thomas - Laila Nutra, LLC. U.S. Patent 
#8,551,496 and patents pending. 

©2015 Rexall Sundown. Inc. 

A Refers to level of key ingredients in each individual tablet. 

Individual Results May Vary. 


(Miami Beach, continued from page 109) 

the hotel and Foster & Partners to design the residences. 
He convinced Ximena Caminos, a curator at the city’s 
Latin American Art Museum, that “he wanted to do art as 
part of the hotel,” she recalled. “I didn’t understand it, but 
he made me curious.” So she agreed to help him open the 
hotel, which she thought of as a “Kunsthalle with beds.” It 
was, Faena told me, “an impossible plus an impossible 
plus an impossible.” 

Argentines, Caminos explained, “are very conservative. 
We had to change the mind-set of the city.” The plan 
was to “expand people’s lives,” Faena said. To Caminos, 
the question was, “How do we use art as a bridge? It might 
be naive, but how do you use it to cure social problems? 

It’s such a disaster, this world that we live in.” Three years 
ago, they opened the Faena Arts Center, which runs as a 
nonprofit, around the time she and Faena had a son. “We 
own a hotel but that’s not in our hearts,” she said. 

The success of Puerto Madero impressed Mayor Levine. 
“Faena created a city within a city, a place where people 
went for culture, style, security,” he said. “It became a 
game-changing project, not just for Buenos Aires, not just 
for Argentina, but it was game-changing, I think, for Latin 
America, to be able to see how an artistic development can 
really make a major difference.” In Miami, he told me, he 
intends to “give Alan the most freedom at what he’s trying to 
do, because we know we’ll get the most from him that way.” 

The project has had a long road: according to one person 
who worked with Faena, they’d originally wanted to have 
their follow-up venture in New York City, but changed tack 
when the Miami property became available. Well-connected 
New Yorkers, including the publicist Nadine Johnson and 
the writer and Warhol scene-maker Glenn O’Brien, consulted 
for a while before moving on. And before Luhrmann and 
Martin came aboard, Roman & Williams, designers of the Ace 
and the Viceroy in New York, among many other hotels, 
worked on the project. The firm’s co-owner, Robin Standefer, 
told me, “Alan is the kind of person who is always collecting, 
searching.... He has this intoxicating vision.” She said 
the design team would go to Argentina to meet with Faena. 
“There were too many words. Months and months and 
months of words from the man in the white hat. Words and 
words and birds flying out of the mouth and creating a new 
universe and reinventing the world.” They disagreed too 
often with Faena and eventually resigned. “At the end, 
the self-importance I couldn’t get behind.... That is a hotel 
selling $50 million residences,” she said. “There is no shame 
in that, but you cannot pretend you are saving lives.” 

Luhrmann and Martin became involved about 18 months 
ago, through a friend in the music business who worked 
with Blavatnik (he owns Warner Music). They’d never done 
anything like this, but were intrigued. Martin told me they 
want the hotel “not to feel like a gut-renovation” (which it is) 
“but a thoughtfully kept historic building, not musty and 
run-down.” Their inspirations were the Chateau Marmont, 
in Los Angeles, for its “bohemian charm,” and the Hotel du 
Cap, outside Cannes, for “the extraordinary old-worldliness. 


the perfection, without being pretentious or self-conscious.” 
And yes, confirms the production designer of The Great 
Gatsby, there is something “slightly Gatsbyesque” about 
what she and Luhrmann came up with. 

Faena took me on a tour of the building site, which is 
hidden behind a bright red fence whimsically decorated by 
Studio Job with cartoonish art references, from Michelangelo 
to Jeff Koons. He wore white-frame aviators, white Crocs, 
white pants, and a white sweater, despite the fact that we were 
going to be plodding through dirt and wet concrete. 

One of the appealing things about Faena (besides his 
unfailing courteousness) is how he exists in his own 
imagination. Walking through the half-built spaces, he 
appeared to be living in a virtual-reality future where, 
instead of hard-hatted workers carrying buckets of balcony 
sealant, we were surrounded by fashionably dressed guests 
heading to dance the tango at the nightclub they’re building 
along one side of the Saxony. He’s been doing this from the 
start: walking the building, trying to visualize what will 
be there. “Every walk I take I realize new things,” he said. 

“I can imagine how other people walk. What they will do.” 

A good hotel, he said, “is like a movie.” 

We walked upstairs into the Foster-designed tower, which 
is ringed by broad, curving, stacked verandas. The condo he’s 
creating out of the Versailles will have them, too. He wants 
to “bring this bit of how we live in Uruguay,” he said. “That 
invites the people to be outside.” You see, he’s trying to “offer 
a way of living,” and the balconies “will have the people 
really not only enjoying the architecture but enjoying the 
simplicity of how you offer a way of living to others.” For 
him, it’s more than a business deal. “We only sell 40 percent 
of everything we build,” he said. “The rest, we love to create a 
culture and a way of thinking, to elevate and change cities....” 

He took me to the doorway of one of those balconies, 
cautioning me to not step out onto the still-wet 
waterproofing goop. I could see the curved parapet plowing 
straight out toward the ocean. “It’s like being on a boat,” 
he said with pride. On our way down, he noted that the 
building’s massive pillars will meet the ground in a shallow 
pool of water, an elegant Modernist gesture, “like a museum.” 

Around back, we ran into the art collector and investor 
George Lindemann, jogging on the boardwalk with a 
good-looking young man. Lindemann is the president of 
the board of the Bass Museum, and he and Faena shook 
hands. Lindemann told me: “He’s a superstar.” There’s no 
question he’s won over the locals. “When you hear that name 
Faena,” Mayor Levine had said, “it’s a little bit like Oz. It’s a 
little bit like Dorothy wanting to go to the Emerald City 
and finally meet the wizard. I think Alan is a modern-day 
wizard of Oz, but in a very positive way.” 

What’s behind the curtain? Deft marketing, certainly, at 
the height of another Miami real estate boom— by February, 
prices at new beachfront condos would average $1,267 per 
square foot, up from $907 in mid 2013. But there’s more than 
that: a deeply felt belief that art can continue to transform 
Miami for more than just those who are rich enough to buy 
it. As Faena told me, “I think that this city has the potential 
to become the place in America to be.” + 
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(Austria, continued from page 105) 


(Brisbane, continued from page 123) 


the place was filled with families. Children sat at picnic 
tables, laughing and talking as loudly as they wanted 
while adults ate and drank heartily around them. 

Pulker emerged from the kitchen. A tall man in his 
early thirties with a heavy beard, he was wearing black- 
rimmed glasses, a white shirt, and ornate lederhosen. 

He balanced six or seven plates in his arms, and distributed 
them with ease. Eventually, he brought me two kinds of 
sliced sausage, a salad of yellow potatoes in vinegar, and 
plump Austrian beans, each the size of a postage stamp, 
served cold with chives. 

I devoured every bite, along with hunks of dense bread. 

I’d heard stories of Pulker’s enthusiasm for wine, and they 
proved to be, if anything, understated. Every few moments, 
he’d appear with a fresh glass and a bottle, and pour me 
something invariably compelling. 

These were wines made for the Heuriger, low in alcohol 
and thirst-quenching, perfect for a Sunday afternoon. But 
Pulker is also a collector, and his cellar of 3,500 bottles is 
renowned in the community. “Guests say, ‘Make me some 
food and give me a little Henri Jayer Burgundy’ or whatever 
it might be,” he said. “And they sit here in shorts and 
T-shirts and have an unforgettable meal.” 

I’d had plenty of fine lunches and dinners over the course 
of my trip, but he was right: this was the one I won’t soon 
forget. What set it apart, more than anything, was Pulker 
himself, an oversize presence who embodied the enthusiasm 
and hospitality of the region. 

I can see him now emerging from the kitchen. He’s 
roaring with laughter, looking slightly preposterous yet 
altogether fitting in his traditional costume, striding toward 
my table, weaving between a runaway toddler and a stack of 
dishes, holding up a bottle he’s eager for me to try. I’m pretty 
sure it’s a Riesling. + 


T-kL Guide 

Austria 

WHERE TO SIP 

Wineries in the Wachau, 
Kremstal, and Kamptal are 
hospitable and beautiful. 
However, their visiting hours 
can be uneven. Appointments 
may be necessary: it’s 
always best to inquire first. 

Franz Hirtzberger A 

13th-century winery that turns 
out especially rich Gruners. 
hirtzberger.at. 

F.X. Pichler The futuristic 
winery might appear jarring, but 
Lucas Pichler’s traditional 
Gruners rank with the region’s 
best, fx-pichler.at. 

Loimer Known for intense 
Rieslings — and a controversially 


modern winery, loimer.at. 

NigI Supremely balanced 
Rieslings with 50-year life 
spans, weingutnigl.at. 
Nikolaihof The pinpoint- 
precise wines are almost as 
memorable as dinner in the 
courtyard, nikolaihof.at. 

Prager Complex wines with 
fine detail, weingutprager.at. 

^ STAY 
Loisium Wine & 

Spa Resort Langenlois 

loisium.com. $$ 

Schloss Diirnstein 

schioss.at. $$ 

Xeat 

Heurigenhof Briindlmayer 

heurigenhof.at. $$$ 

Landhaus Bacher 

iandhaus-bacher.at. $$$$ 

Pulker’s Heuriger pu/kers.at. $$ 


locally caught oysters, wood-fired pizza, and spiral-cut 
deep-fried potatoes on sticks, a hearty Aussie specialty. 

The weekend event has a carnival atmosphere but is also 
a serious retail outlet for local artists like Erin Lightfoot, 
who creates I970s-influenced patterns on ceramics and silk. 

I picked up two vases and a stack of greeting cards. 

That night, I found myself in an entirely different scrum. 
At the corner of Ann and Brunswick in Fortitude Valley, 
Saturday night fever was raging. I couldn’t beat this mass of 
people, so I joined them, embarking on a bar crawl to dimly 
lit bordello-style bars, English pubs redone as sleek lounges, 
and a massive indoor-outdoor gay dance club. 

Crossing the river in the early morning hours, I headed 
for the West End to meet clothing designer Lydia Pearson, 
who started her business with Pamela Easton in 1989. 
“Mediterranean immigrants originally lived here, but now 
there are Asians, gay girls, students, and hippie-trippy 
liberals,” she said as she guided me through the area. 
“Though Brisbane was small, it always had an underground.” 
Much of it still thrives in the neighborhood, where there are 
comic-book stores, music lounges, and cute rustic boutiques 
like the Happy Cabin, which carries local labels such as 
Three of Something. Pearson treated me to a vegan version 
of Australia’s national desert, the lamington, a chocolate- 
dipped and coconut-sprinkled sponge cake said to have 
been invented in the city more than a hundred years 
ago. I ate mine Brisbane-style, sitting outdoors on bright, 
ultramodern stools probably made by a local designer. 

We drove toward the blue -lit Story Bridge, eyeing the 
graffiti that is embraced by Brisbane’s design-conscious 
citizens as a stamp of urbanity, in a city that Pearson 
considers “a big country town that’s starting to grow up.” 
Indeed it has, and the signs were everywhere. I looked to 
the right and someone had pulled a Jenny Holzer on the 
concrete wall of an underpass and written a statement 
in big red capital letters that, for me, said everything about 
Brisbane’s evolution: “THE MORE I THINK ABOUT IT, 
THE BIGGER IT GETS.” + 
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Brisbane 

A SHOP 

Easton Pearson 

A STAY 

eastanpearsan.cam. 

Erin Lightfoot eriniightfaat.cam. 

M&A Apartments 

Happy Cabin 58 Vuiture St; 

m-aapartments.com.au. $ 

61-7/3844-9989. 

Spicers Balfour Hotel 

James Street Up Late 

spicersretreats.com. $$ 

jamesst.cam.au. 

Tryp Fortitude Valley 

Luxxbox iuxxbax.cam. 

trypbrisbane.com. $ 

fb DO 

Xeat 

Artisan artisan.org.au. 

Kettle & Tin 

Brisbane Powerhouse 

kettieandtin.com.au. $$ 

brisbanepawerhause.arg. 

Super Whatnot 

Eat Street Markets 

superwhatnat.cam. 

eatstreetmarkets.cam. 

Survey Co. 

Queensland Cultural Center 

surveyca.cam.au. $$$ 

arts.qid.gav.au. 
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Tips from the true travel pros: 
T+L’s friends and followers. 


THE NEXT TIME YOU’RE IN... 


Budapest 



B Want to share your ac 
Join the T+L community: 

n facebook.com/ 
travelandleisure 
n @travlandleisure 
u @travelandleisure 


The hidden Bookstore 
Cafe is housed in an Art 
Nouveau ballroom with 
high frescoed ceilings. Try 
the mouthwatering cakes. 
39 Andrdssy Utca; parisi.hu. 

f LAWS OF EXPLORATION 


PLATiNUMFBG 


Ruin pubs” occupy 
formerly ramshackle buildings 
and abandoned courtyards. 
Drop by the recently opened 
Tebolykert for cheap pints and 
traditional Hungarian dishes. 
There is even a “Doodle” 

Room for wannabe artists. 
iSKlauzdl Utca; tebolykert.hu. 


Le Meridien Budapest has 
the best service. Gratis 
mulled wine is a seasonal 
offering in the hotel lobby. 

9-10 Erzsebet Ter; 
lemeridienbudapest.com. $ 

V @GLENKLOKLO 


For a powerful history 
lesson, visit the House 
of Terror, a building 
that was used by 
both the Nazis and 
Communists during and 
after World War II. 

60 Andrdssy Utca; terrorhaza.hu. 

V (SjOHNCINNAMON 


Lehuto Craft Beer Bar has 
cheap and eclectic hot dogs 
to pair with their fantastic 
beer selection. 

12-14H0II0 Utca; 36-30/731-0430. 


I had a great experience at 
the historic Rudas Baths, 
built in 1566. The locally 
made scented soaps make 
great souvenirs. 

9 Dobrentei Ter; rudasfurdo.hu. 

¥ @KNAGGS 
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Investing for tomorrow is simpler with Merrill Edge. Log In 
once to see your investment and bank accounts in one place 
and to instantly transfer funds.* 

Merrill Edge. It's investing, streamlined. 

merriltedge.com/streamtlned 


Bank with Bank of America. 
Invest with Merrill Edge. 


Bankof America 


Certain banking and brokerage accounts may be ineligible for real-time money movement, including but not limited to transfers to/from bank IRAs (CD, Money Market), 529s and Credit Cards and transfers 
from IRAs, Loans (HELOC, LOC, Mortgage) and accounts held in the military bank. Accounts eligible for real-time transfers will be displayed online in the to/from drop down menu on the transfer screen. 
Merrill Edge is available through Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Eenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPE&S), and consists of the Merrill Edge Advisory Center (investment guidance) and self-directed online investing. 


Investment products; 


Are Not FDIC Insured 


Are Not Bank Guaranteed | May Lose Value 


MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA. Banking products are provided by Bankof America, N.A., member FDIC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA. 
© 2014 Bankof America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARX6HT7J 
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1906 


Audacious BuUerfly 

Clip, while gold, black opals, nialacliile, 
lapis lazuli and diamonds. 


